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April 20, 2020 
 

 
Mount Rainier Arts Commission 

Mount Rainier City Hall 

1 Municipal Place 
Mount Rainier, MD 20712 

 
 

Re:  Mount Rainier 2020 Mural Project 
 

 

Dear Members of the Arts Commission, 
 

On behalf of 3300 Rhode Island Ave Partners LLC, I am excited to send this letter of support for the Mount 
Rainier 2020 Mural Project being undertaken at our property located at 3308-3310 Rhode Island 

Avenue in Mount Rainier.  We recognize this project is the result of countless hours of planning by members 

of the Arts Commission and we would like to express our deepest gratitude for your efforts. 
 

Having participated in similar processes in other local jurisdictions, we have been extremely impressed with 
the extensive planning process set forth by the Arts Commission.  The Commission’s detailed planning 

resulted in a sophisticated request for qualifications and we were absolutely blown away by the 
overwhelming response garnered from the artist community following your call for artists advertisement 

on PublicArtist.org.  We were honored to be a part of the artist selection process – one that has been open, 

transparent, and constructive – considering the needs and desires of a wide array of interested community 
members and stakeholders. 

 
We are most excited for the dramatic impact the Mural Project is likely to have on the City of Mount Rainier.  

The selected muralist, Yulia Avgustinovich, is truly a world-class artist and we feel fortunate that she will 

be sharing her craft with the community.  The Mural Project is certain to generate excitement and will likely 
become a calling card for the City.  In short order, the mural imagery will be iconic and synonymous with 

downtown Mount Rainier. 
 

We believe the excitement generated by the mural will bring both short-term and long-term benefits to the 

existing tenants and residents of the local neighborhood, especially those in the immediate vicinity which 
include the Pennyroyal Station restaurant, Ocean Jasper Yoga Studio, and the residents of Singer Flats.  

We are equally excited for the transformative effect the mural is likely to have on the City’s ability to attract 
future tenants and new residents. 

 
All in all, we feel privileged to have partnered with the Arts Commission and City of Mount Rainier on this 

transformative project.  We are certain it will leave a lasting, positive impact on the surrounding 

neighborhood.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 202.285.8842 or via email at 
mark@menkitigroup.com.   

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Mark T. Rengel, AIA, LEED AP 

Vice President of Development 

mailto:mark@menkitigroup.com


Thanks for your support of the Arts Commission. They have worked hard to set up public art plans the 
whole community will ultimately benefit from. I think in times like these it’s hard for people to maintain a 
vision for more intangible values like public art and all the work that goes into planning and curating. But 
what ultimately sustains us as a community is both a desire to support each other through hard times and 
a shared quality of life that is reliant on less tangible values like public art and a healthy, vibrant 
ecosystem. The creative efforts of artists are helping to hold us together during this challenging time. I 
hope the council will support the work the Arts Commission has done to create vibrant public spaces. 
Thank you for your strong support of this effort.

Krista Schlyer



Regarding the mural on Rhode Island Avenue, I strongly support continuing the Arts 
Commission mural project as long as the artist can assure the city that he or she can 
execute the project while keeping COVID-19 related safety measures in place, including 
social distancing and wearing PPE when social distancing is not possible. This is a small 
scale project, and can mostly be done with one person working on the surface at a time. It 
would be very feasible to stay within safety parameters. We want to come out of this stay 
at home period without an unnecessary backlog of projects. We should only delay those 
projects that are not practical to execute safely. Keeping the rest going with reasonable 
safety measures will help keep us strong and keep Mount Rainier moving forward.

Shivali Shah, 4200 31st Street



The Mount Rainier 
Native Plant Network

Growing a Movement



Native Plant Network

Excitement is building . . . 

Our kickoff at Joe’s welcomed about 50 people from the DMV . . . 

Lots of press around native planting recently . . . 



Native Plant Network

What is it?

● A way to acknowledge people.
● A way to educate people.
● A way to connect people.
● A way to support a movement and steward our planet.



Native Plant Network

How could the city help?

● Brand
● Publicize
● Support



What does branding look like?

Perhaps reps from Tree Commission, Green Team, or other volunteers partner to 
determine. . . 

● What qualifies you?
○ Open membership - self-certification?
○ Closed membership - use certification process from Audubon Society or National Wildlife 

Federation?
○ Some combo - tiered membership?

■ Seedling Member (requires mere desire)
■ Native Forest of Mount Rainier Member (requires certification)

● Use google maps to keep track and publicize a detailed map once a year 
that brings to life how we are connecting nature in our community.



What does publicizing look like?

Local Sierra Club Chapter staff attended event at Joe’s and would like to 
publicize and help support.

Residents from neighboring towns attend event at Joe’s and would like to push 
for similar efforts in their jurisdictions.

Seems to be of growing interest in the broader culture - a native plant network 
serves as a point of pride and will allow for native plant network tours through 
Mount Rainier.

Enter into contests - e.g., America in Bloom - to receive grants, notoriety. 



What does support from the city look like?

Halt new sidewalk construction on:

● Eastbound Upshur Street between 32nd and 34th
○ Residents don’t support sidewalks here.

● Eastbound Shephard between 28th and 31st and 36th to 37th.
○ Residents from 28th to 30th would support native plantings.

● Southbound 28th between Shepherd and Eastern and Taylor and Shepherd
● Northbound 28th between Shepherd and Eastern
● Eastbound Taylor 29th to 30th and 31st to Rainier 

○ Residents from 31st to Rainier would support native plantings.

● Eastbound Bunker Hill, Eastern to 30th
● Westbound Otis between 36th and 37th



What does support from the city look like?

Where sidewalk construction has been halted, allow residents to promise to 
plant native trees and bushes in the easement in exchange for the city’s 
agreement not to build a sidewalk there.



What value does the city get from such a 
deal?

Adds to beautification of the city.

Cost savings in the form of preventing new sidewalk installations, which also 
prevents damage to any large trees near proposed sidewalks protecting our 
urban forest.

Better for the environment and our sustainable Maryland scoring, as it would 
improve stormwater management (less paved surface) and increase our native 
habitat.



What does support from the city look like?

Do we brand ourselves as the “Mount Rainier Native Plant Network,” “Route 1 
Native Plant Network,” or “Gateway Native Plant Network?”

Do we provide any financial support?

● Small $50 plaques for yards that meet certification criteria?
● Incentivize homeowners with awards from the Tree Commission?

○ Get your yard certified and receive one free tree or bush from the Tree Commission.

● Slowly move into financial support - tiered approach?
○ Survey the grant scene.



Next Steps?

Draft a resolution or an ordinance?

● Creating Native Plant Network
● Tasking Tree Commission and Green Team with partnering on certification 

process and launching google maps component
● Permitting residents to contract with city to plant in city easements

Do we need to revisit any city code to allow for native plants to grow higher than 
current lawn standards?
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