
** A “SIDEWALK CAFÉ” IS DEFINED AS AN OUTDOOR DINING SEATING AREA FOR THE 

CONSUMPTION OF FOOD AND/OR BEVERAGES THAT IS LOCATED ON OR PARTIALLY ON THE PUBLIC 

RIGHT-OF-WAY AND IS RESTRICTED TO PATRONS OF THE BUSINESS TO WHICH THE CAFÉ IS 

ATTACHED. BUSINESSES THAT WISH TO ESTABLISH A SIDEWALK CAFÉ MUST OBTAIN A PERMIT 

FROM THE CITY OF MOUNT RAINIER, IN ADDITION TO ALL APPLICABLE FOOD, BEVERAGE, AND 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT LICENSES FOR THE BUSINESS REQUIRED BY COUNTY AND STATE AGENCIES. 

 

             City of Mount Rainier  
                 One Municipal Place Mount Rainier, MD 20712   

                 Phone 301.985.6585/ Fax 301.985.6595  

 

SIDEWALK CAFÉ PERMIT APPLICATION  
 

Address of Sidewalk Café:_________________________________________________________ 

Business Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART I - APPLICANT IDENTIFICATION 

 

Applicant Name (business/corporate/legal name of Applicant): 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person:_________________________________________________________________ 

Premises Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

Business Address (if different than premises address):_________________________________ 

Telephone:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Email:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PART II - PROPERTY OWNER IDENTIFICATION (IF DIFFERENT THAN APPLICANT)  

 

Property Owner Name (business/corporate/legal name of Owner): 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person:_________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Email:_________________________________________________________________________ 

CERTIFICATE OF PROPERTY OWNER 

 

 I certify that I am the owner of the property named in the foregoing application for a 

sidewalk café permit and that I hereby consent to the use of said property as a sidewalk café 

as may be permitted by law. 

 

Signature of Property Owner:_______________________________ Date:_________________ 

Print Name of Property Owner:____________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

PART III - DESCRIPTION OF SIDEWALK CAFÉ 

 

1. Description of proposed sidewalk café:___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Square foot area of proposed sidewalk café:_______________________________________  

3. Seating capacity:______________________________________________________________  

4. Days and hours of operation:____________________________________________________ 

5. Months of sidewalk café operation:______ Year Round; Other (specify months):________ 

6. Furniture: Total number of tables:_____; Total number of awnings/umbrellas:__________ 

7. Total sidewalk width (measured from the premises’ façade to back of curb at narrowest 

point):______________________________________________________________________  

8. Amount of unobstructed passageway on the sidewalk or other public space (Sidewalk cafes 

must show that the café area will not block or unduly impede pedestrian access to a 

sidewalk or other public space; in general, a 6 foot minimum width sidewalk clearance 

must be provided for pedestrians):_______________________________________________ 

9. Type of border/barrier:________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

(Note: A physical, removable, separation barrier—such as fencing, railing, and/or 

planters—should be provided between the seating area and the 6 foot minimum sidewalk 

clearance area. Servicers must be able to service customers from within the seating area. 

Any waiver of the separation border must be approved by the City.) 

 

PART IV - REQUIRED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

(TO BE SUBMITTED WITH THE PERMIT APPLICATION) 

 

1. A copy of the rental (lease) agreement if someone other than the owner of the property is 

the Applicant. 

2. A copy of a valid Certificate of Occupancy for the establishment to which the sidewalk 

café is attached. 

3. A copy of a valid City of Mount Rainier business or occupancy license for the 

establishment to which the sidewalk café is attached. 

4. A public liability insurance policy covering the sidewalk café’s use of public space. 

5. Three 8” x 10” photographs showing front view and views from the right and left of the 

entire space proposed for the sidewalk café, including area immediately surrounding the 

café space. 

6. Six (6) copies of a site plan drawing, to scale, indicating: 

a. The amount of public surface space to be used by the café (square footage). 

b. Configuration of all café elements, including tables, chairs, umbrellas, railings, or 

other fixtures.  



 

 

c. All existing conditions on the adjacent sidewalk, including tree spaces.  

d. Dimension from adjacent roadway curb(s) to the property line.  

e. Dimension from adjacent roadway curb to outer edge of sidewalk café.  

f. Dimension from edge of sidewalk café to the nearest street intersection.  

g. Elevation view(s) of any footing details required to construct the sidewalk café.  

h. Clearly identified restaurant entrance.  

i. Sidewalk café entrances (2 required by fire code), if a barrier will be used.  

j. Distance between tables (3 feet for ADA compliance, but 4 feet preferred).  

k. Elevation views of tables, chairs and any other objects to be placed on the public space. 

l. Total seating (number of tables and chairs) and total square footage of the cafe. 

7. Approval of the Mixed Use Town Center committee verifying compliance with the 

guidelines of the Mixed Use Town Center Plan is required for all sidewalk cafes in the 

Mixed Use Town Center zone. The Applicant must submit this approval with the Sidewalk 

Café Permit Application. 

PART V - DISPLAY OF SIDEWALK CAFÉ PERMIT 

 

A sidewalk café permit shall be prominently displayed either on the café premises or in the 

establishment to which the café is attached. The sidewalk café permit shall be valid for 1 year. 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SIDEWALK CAFÉ PERMIT APPLICANT 

 

By signing this Sidewalk Café Permit Application, I declare and affirm under the penalties of 

perjury that I have read and understand the statements and representations made on this 

Application and in the supporting documentation and that the contents of this Application 

and all supporting documentation are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 

information, and belief. 

 

Name of Applicant:______________________________________________________________ 

   (BUSINESS/CORPORATE/LEGAL NAME OF APPLICANT) 

 

Signature:______________________________________________________________________ 

Print Name:____________________________________________________________________ 

Title:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Date:__________________________________________________________________________ 
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