PGCPS Parent Leaders: Our Kids Can’t Wait for
Safe Routes to School

As parent leaders within PGCPS, we all mourn the tragedy that occurred on November 20,
2023 at Riverdale Elementary. We are heartbroken for the two students whose lives were
lost, their families, and the entire Riverdale community.

This tragedy was preventable and should never have happened. Parent leaders have spent
years warning county officials about the dangers of unfilled crossing guard positions and a
lack of pedestrian safety around our schools. We are tired of excuses, and this tragedy in
Riverdale proves our kids can’t wait.

Doing everything possible to protect the safety of our students, teachers and staff is not a
choice. It is the core responsibility of every leader in Prince George’s County. This failure of
leadership must never happen again.

e We call on the Prince George’s Police Department (PGPD) to take immediate action
and fill all vacant crossing guard positions by January 1, 2024 or sooner. If more
funding is required in order to offer the increased competitive pay and benefits
needed to successfully fill these positions, we urge county officials to provide it.

o [f PGPD cannot do this, we call on them to immediately coordinate with local
governments and PGCPS to provide unspent funds so municipalities and
PGCPS can recruit, hire and pay their own crossing guards on an emergency
basis. Every school community is unique and specific needs may vary, but this crisis
is universal: these positions must be filled now. This would allow the county and
PGCPS to assign crossing guards to schools in unincorporated areas, while allowing
local municipalities to fill guard positions with residents from and most invested in
their own communities. Provide grants to local governments, draft MOUs, work out
some other arrangement - but get the job done.

e Finally, we call on local, county and state leaders to explore and urgently act upon
any additional ways to ensure safer routes to and from school. From infrastructure
investments like crosswalks and traffic calming to increased funding for traffic
enforcement around our schools to allowing municipalities the flexibility to implement
deterrents like stop sign cameras, all options must be on the table to protect our
children and keep our school zones safe.

No more excuses. No turf wars or passing blame between various departments or levels of
government.

Every child has the right to get to and from school safely — and our kids can’t wait.

-Mount Rainier Elementary School PTO Executive Board

-Thomas S. Stone Elementary School PTO Executive Board
-Hyattsville Elementary School PTA Executive Board

-UPES PTA Board

-César Chavez Dual Spanish Immersion School PTO Executive Board
-Hyattsville Middle School PTSO



	4. Presentation and Discussion on the Compass on Arts Education Center Project in Mount Rainier Bank Building (15 Minutes)
	The team from Compass on Arts Education will present to the Mayor and Council their organization and the project at the Mount Rainier Bank Building
	5. Presentation and Discussion on the GWU Capstone Project for Designing an Economic Development Plan for Rhode Island Avenue (25 Minutes)
	The GWU Capstone Team will make a presentation to the Mayor and Council on the economic development plan for Rhode Island Avenue.
	6. Public Comment
	Please see page 4 of agenda, where the rules for Public Comment are listed. If you wish to speak, please advise during the virtual meeting.
	Old Business
	7. Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance N0. 07-2023, Amending Chapter 13, Traffic, of the Mount Rainier Code to Alter Certain Speed Limits on City Roads (15 Minutes)
	The Mayor and Council will have the second reading and vote on Ordinance N0. 07-2023.
	Vote: ________________
	8. Discussion and Update on the City’s Rent Stabilization (10 Minutes)
	The Mayor and Council will discuss and possible vote on extending the deferment of the City’s rent stabilization effective date.
	Vote: _________________
	9. Update on the Youth Scholarship Program (10 Minutes)
	Mayor Celina Benitez will give an update on the Youth Scholarship Program.
	New Business
	10. Appointment of Ms. Tracy Meserve to the Recreation Committee (10 Minutes)
	The Mayor and Council will appoint Ms. Meserve to the Recreation Committee.
	Vote: ________________
	11. Reappointment of Ms. Melissa Barringer (President), Mr. Mark Grisar (Secretary), Ms. Rachel Bush (Training Officer), Ms. Karen Scheurer and Ms. Linda Green to the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) (10 Minutes)
	The Mayor and Council will reappoint Ms. Barringer, Mr. Grisar, Ms. Bush, Ms. Scheurer and Ms. Green to the CERT.
	Vote: ________________
	12. Presentation and Update on Rogers Park (20 Minutes)
	Vice Mayor Luke Check will discuss the status of the volunteers’ work on the park and the proposed next steps.
	13. Presentation and Update on the Lawn Angels Program (20 Minutes)
	Councilmember Daniel Carter will present the Lawn Angels Program with suggested changes for discussion.
	14. Discussion and Vote on the Mayor and Council Retreat (10 Minutes)
	The Mayor and Councilmember will vote on having their retreat.
	Vote: _________________
	15. Discussion and Vote on Endorsing the PGCPS Parent Leaders Statement on Crossing Guards and School Zone Safety (10 Minutes)
	The Mayor and Council will have a discussion and vote on endorsing the PGCPS Parent Leaders statement on crossing guards and school zone safety.
	Vote: _________________
	16. Approval of Minutes (5 Minutes)
	The Mayor and Council will vote on approving the minutes for:
	 October 03, 2023, Legislative Meeting
	Vote: _________________
	17. Proposal to Go into Closed Session According to the Annotated Code of Maryland, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Mount Rainier Maryland have the statutory authority to close a session under general provisions article 3- 305b for the reaso...
	The Mayor and City Council propose to go into closed session on Tuesday, December 5,2023, to discuss personnel and consult with the City Attorney to obtain legal advice.
	18. Adjournment
	Please indicate in the chat whether you would like the Mayor to read your comment or you will speak on your comment.
	Rules for Public Comment
	Please Note:
	Official Minutes, September 19, 2023.pdf
	Presentation and Discussion on the GWU Capstone Project for Designing an Economic Development Plan for Rhode Island Avenue
	Ms. Heather Malacaria, Mr. Dustin Riles, Ms. Cassi Phillips and Ms. Naida Garcia-Crespo mentioned the following:
	● The capstone project was an academic exercise that provided GWU students with the opportunity to:
	○ Hone the skills they had learned.
	○ Work in a professional and collaborative environment.
	○ Conduct pro bono research that would benefit the public sector.
	● They would help the City of Mount Rainier understand how to build a practical economic development plan that would be successful and meet the needs of the community.
	● To achieve their goals, they had two options:
	(1) What economic development programs have successful, comparable cities implemented to develop their downtown cores – using the best practices assessment.
	(2) How does the City of Mount Rainier best evaluate the needs of its community – using a needs assessment toolkit.
	Councilmember Valerie Woodall asked with the best practices assessment if they were looking for cities only in Maryland or Nationwide, Ms. Malacaria stated that they were envisioning Nationwide.
	The Mayor and Council thanked the GWU students for their presentation and selected option 1, the best practices assessment.
	Presentation and Discussion on the Final Concept Plans for the Comprehensive Street and Sidewalk Study from the Toole Design Group
	Mr. Dan Goodman stated the following:
	 He would discuss the design concepts that they developed in collaboration with the City, and it was part of the Vision Zero Action plan study process.
	 The Vision Zero Action plan was completed in June 2023, and they worked with the City to complete the SS4A application.
	 He explained the following concepts:
	1. Levee Trail Crossing at Chillum Road
	2. 31st Street Food Forest Traffic Calming
	3. Bunker Hill Road Traffic Calming – 35th Street
	4. Bunker Hill Road Traffic Calming – 36th Street
	5. Thomas Stone Elementary School
	6. Mount Rainier Elementary School
	7. Upshur Street / Rainier Avenue/31st Street
	8. Arundel Road Roadway Section Options
	 He gave an overview of what was included in the draft multimodal design toolkit.
	Councilmember Danielle Carter asked if the gardens at the intersections of 32nd Street and Shepherd Street were built into the natural 20-foot buffer. Mr. Goodman stated that most of them were, but there might be one spot on 32nd Street and Shepherd S...
	The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Goodman and his team for their work on the Final Concept Plans for the Comprehensive Street and Sidewalk Study and selected option 1 for the Arundel Road Roadway Section, because they did not want to take away parking...
	Public Comment
	Mayor Celina Benitez read the comments in the chat from Ms. Judy & Mr. Martin Mellett, Ms. Kira Austin and Ms. Susan.
	Ms. Sarah, 32nd Street, thanked everyone for the great work and mentioned that other residents talked about the removal of the parking was problematic especially for her neighbors with children who did not have a driveway or shared driveways. Also, th...
	Mr. Derek Reynolds, 4000 Block of 32nd Street, stated that he appreciated all the efforts made and he loved the green spaces, the art, and the graphic design. He opposed restricting parking on 32nd Street because it was a one-way street. Also, there w...
	Ms. Kira Austin, 31st Street and Upshur Street “First, a big thank you Dan for an excellent presentation, great visuals and concepts, and a thorough toolkit. A question perhaps for you and for the City. What is the time horizon for starting any of the...
	Ms. Susan 32nd Street, “Love thus community. Fled DC after 36 years. Happy to be here. Thanks for listening to us. I endorse the comments of my neighbors re preserving parking and effective enhancements to safety. Green is a nice bonus”.
	The Mayor and Council asked the City Manager to create a timeline for the implementation of the project.
	Update and Discussion on the Wayfinding Sign Project and Survey Results from Usource Construction
	Ms. Shirley Boubert-Rumble and Ms. Aaliyah mentioned the following:
	 After the feedback from the June 2023 Work Session, Mr. Hopkins and his team created a survey for the businesses with the 3(three) wayfinding sign designs.
	 The survey was emailed to the community on Rhode Island Avenue and 31st Street. They also did door to door.  Of the 50 responses received option b was the most liked.
	Mayor Celina Benitez asked if mileage would be added to the sign and Ms. Boubert-Rumble stated once they confirmed the locations, they would incorporate the mileage.
	The Mayor and Council thanked Ms. Boubert-Rumble and the team for their work, especially on creating the survey to include the community feedback on what design to be used.
	Ms. Boubert-Rumble stated that there would be 4(four) signs, 2(two) from the East side and 2(two) from the West side of Rhode Island Avenue.
	Presentation and Discussion on the Newton Street (Between Otis Street and 37th Street) Green Infrastructure Improvements Schematic Design from the LID Center
	Mr. David Miller, Director of Engineering at LID Center said the following:
	 The project had some Federal funding that would expire next year.
	 He explained the schematic design, which included:
	1. Traffic calming,
	2. Green and gray infrastructure
	3. Tree inventory of the area
	Vice Mayor Luke Chesek thanked Mr. Miller for the presentation and said the following:
	 For the tree plan and native planting ensure they included the City’s Tree Commission.
	 Ensure the contractor for the tree maintenance understood what the original landscape was.
	Councilmember Valerie Woodall thanked Mr. Miller for his presentation and asked the City Manager where the additional $30,000 would be taken from since the Mayor and Council allocated $922,000 from ARPA and the project costed $952,000. The City Manage...
	Mayor Celina Benitez thanked Mr. Miller for his presentation and mentioned the following:
	 At the corner of 34th Street and Newton Street there was no crosswalk and school children took the school bus around there.
	 Usually, cars drove in the wrong direction from 37th Street and Eastern Avenue, they should have a no entry sign.
	 What was the outcome with the underground water issue, Mr. Miller stated that there were a few unique stormwater features in the area, a storm pipe was underneath the building, which was against regulations. They would intercept the water before it ...
	The next step would be to schedule a community conversation.
	Public Comment
	Mayor Celina Benitez read the comments in the chat:
	Ms. Kira Austin, 31st Street and Upshur Street “Excellent presentation.”
	Ms. Cynthia “We are excited for this change thank you.”
	Presentation on Letter of Support on the WMATA Rail Expansion Proposal
	Councilmember Jarrett Stoltzfus read the letter of support for the WMATA Rail Expansion Proposal.
	The Mayor and Council thanked Councilmember Jarrett Stoltzfus for his work on the letter.
	Presentation and Discussion on the FY2025 Budget Calendar
	Mayor Celina Benitez read the Budget Calendar Resolution.
	Discussion on the City’s Committees
	Mayor Celina Benitez said the following:
	 An inventory was done on all the City’s committees.
	 Anyone who wished to join a committee should apply through the website and they would be appointed by the Mayor and Council.
	 She asked the Council Members to review the information and if they were the liaison, please ensure that they talked with the committee members to provide any missing information.
	 All the committee members should be appointed by the Mayor and Council.
	Councilmember Danielle Carter mentioned that in the CERT team ordinance there was no mention of a background check. They recently discussed getting background checks to participate with the County OEM. Mayor Celina Benitez stated that if a member of t...
	Presentation and Discussion on CERT Parking
	Councilmember Danielle Carter stated the following:
	 She explained who the CERT Team was.
	 Their meetings were usually on the 4th Monday of every month at 7:30pm at the Police Community Room.
	 The CERT was allowed to park without paying the meters on Rhode Island Avenue in 2017 and again in 2019. They asked again and were denied after initially being approved.
	 They asked for laminated parking passes for the members and visitors or trainers.
	The City Manager Kourosh Kamali mentioned that he offered to provide monthly passes to the CERT Team.
	The Mayor and Council stated that the CERT Team should use the municipal parking lot that was usually empty because they invested in the parking lot and the Street parking should be reserved for the businesses and visitors. Also, if passes were to be ...
	Presentation and Discussion on the City Emergency Plan and CERT
	Councilmember Danielle Carter mentioned the following:
	 The bylaws stated that every lead responder should be trained as follows:
	 August 06, 2020, Special Work Session & Special Legislation Meeting
	 August 18, 2020, Special Work Session
	 September 1, 2020, Legislative Meeting
	 September 05, 2023, Legislative Meeting

	Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier, October 03, 2023 Final.pdf
	Presentation and Discussion on Building Application for 3302 Otis Street, Mount Rainier
	 August 06, 2020, Special Work Session & Special Legislation Meeting
	 August 18, 2020, Special Work Session
	 September 1, 2020, Legislative Meeting
	 September 05, 2023, Legislative Meeting




