
Agenda of the Legislative Meeting of the 
Mayor and City Council 

City of Mount Rainier, Maryland 
Virtual Meeting 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026, 7:00PM 

1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance

2. Review of Agenda (5 minutes)
The Mayor and Council will review the agenda for the meeting, adding or deleting
topics of interest or discussion.

3. Mayor and Council Members Event Announcements

4. Presentation from the Anacostia Trails Heritage Area (ATHA) (20 Minutes)
The Mayor and Council will receive a presentation from Ms. Meagan Baco, Executive
Director, and the team from the Anacostia Trails Heritage Area (ATHA).

5. Presentation of Building Application for 3803 32nd Street, Mount Rainier,
Maryland (10 Minutes)
The Mayor and Council will receive a presentation from the owner of 3803 32nd

Street, Mount Rainier, Maryland.

6. City Manager’s Report
City Manager Kourosh Kamali will present his report to the Mayor and Council.

7. Public Comment
Please see page 3 of the agenda, where the rules for Public Comments are listed. If
you wish to speak, please advise during the virtual meeting.

Old Business 

8. Second Reading and Adoption of Resolution No. 10-2025 (10 Minutes)
The Mayor and Council will have the second reading and adoption of Resolution No.
10-2025, Proclaiming December 10th as Human Rights Day.

Vote: __________________ 



 
9. Vote on Approval of Minutes (5 Minutes) 

The Mayor and Council will vote on approving the minutes for: 
• November 18, 2025, Special Legislative Meeting and Work Session 
• December 2, 2025, Public Hearing and Legislative Meeting. 

Vote: _________________ 

 

New Business 

10. First Reading of Resolution No. 01-2026, Authorizing Participation in the Prince 
George’s County Planning Assistance for Municipalities and Communities 
(PAMC) Strategic Action Plan Project (10 Minutes) 
The Mayor and Council will have the first reading of Resolution No. 01-2026. 
 

11. Discussion and Vote on Support for the “Help Us Stop The Landover Data 
Center” Community Outreach (20 Minutes) 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta will lead a discussion with the Mayor and Council 
regarding support for the Landover community’s outreach efforts to oppose the 
proposed Landover Data Center. 
 
Vote: _________________ 
 

12. Presentation of Minutes (5 Minutes) 
The City Clerk will present the December 16, 2025, Work Session Minutes to the 
Mayor and Council. 
 

13. Adjournment 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Potts Hall Welcome Center Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Wednesday, January 
7, 2026 – 11 AM – City Hall/Potts Hall Welcome Center 

Committee Chair Roundtable Discussion - Tuesday, January 27, 2026 – 5 PM – 
6:30 PM – City Hall 

Mount Rainier Day – Saturday, May 16, 2026, 11 AM – 4 PM- Mount Rainier 
Nature Center 

 



Rules for Public Comment 

The Mayor and City Council invite and welcome comments at public meetings. 
The Mayor or presiding officer will recognize you. Please introduce yourself (first 
and last name, for recording purposes) and give the name of your street and block 

number (e.g., 4300 block of 34th St.). Please indicate in the chat whether you
would like the Mayor to read your comment or you will speak on your comment. If 
the Mayor reads your comment, that will serve as your allotted speaking time. 
Public Comment has a time limit of 3 minutes per speaker, unless otherwise agreed 
upon by the Mayor. 

While speaking, please maintain a courteous tone and avoid personal attacks. If 
you wish to lodge a complaint about the performance or conduct of any City 
employee, please bring your concern to the attention of the City Manager, who will 
look into the matter and respond to you. 

As a courtesy to other residents and businesses, the Council requests that speakers 
not use specific addresses or names of individuals when describing a situation or 
making a complaint. Noting the block is preferred over a specific address. 

Please Note: 
Pursuant to the Annotated Code of Maryland, State Government Article Section 
10-508(a), the Council by majority vote may retire to executive or closed session at
any time during the meeting. Should the Council retire to executive or closed
session; the chair will announce the reasons, and a report will be issued at a future
meeting disclosing the reasons for such session.















































Key Activities/ Milestones Target/Status

Weekly Meeting:
One-on-one meeting with all department heads to receive an update and resolve any issues they may have. 

Ongoing

FY27 Operating Budget:
• Received Departments and committees’ FY27 proposed budget before the last week of December, except the CERT committee.  
• Will review the proposed budget with Department Heads and the Finance team to be submitted to the Mayor and Council on February 13th.

Ongoing

Potts Hall (Welcome Center):
• Received the U&O permit on December 3rd and moved in on December 15th.
• The Council Chamber is not yet ready. We are in the process of purchasing furniture and setting up the IT, including recording and streaming.
• We are hoping to have the space ready by February or March, depending on the completion of this process.
• A ribbon-cutting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 7th at 11 am.

Ongoing

Newton Street Green Infrastructure Improvements (Between 34th St. and 37th St.) ARPA Funding $879,000: 
•      The project is 80% complete, including Concrete, Flexi Sidewalks, Aprons, Curbs, Gutters, Traffic Calming measures (such as the Islands, Chokers, and 
Bump-outs), topsoil, seed, and mulch. 
•       Remaining items are the resurfacing, Speed Humps, landscaping, and Signage scheduled for next spring, weather permitting.

Paused

City Manager Biweekly Report 1/6/26
Status Key

Low Risk Medium 
Risk

Medium-
High Risk High Risk



Key Activities/ Milestones Target/Status

Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) - US Department of Transportation, 80% Federal Funding, $ 9.76 million, and 20% City 
match $2.25 million:
Toole Design activities:
• Toole Design completed the design of the Levee Trial Crossing, Bunker Hill Rd and 35th Street, and Bunker Hill Rd and 36th Street.
• 31st Street and Food Forest final design is scheduled for January 14th.
• Will start working with the City attorney to prepare the bid documents to select the contractor and start the construction next Spring, weather permitting.
• Drafted quarterly report and annual report. 
• Continued to develop and identify next steps for the design of Safe Road to School(SRTS) for both Thomas Stone and Mount Rainier elementary Schools. 

Ongoing

High Visibility Crosswalks, Curb Ramp improvements, Speed Humps, Traffic Coming Devices, SS4A Grant Funding Project:
• Federal Highway approved the final invoice, and the City received the reimbursement.
• Will continue the project next Spring, weather permitting.

Paused

Sidewalk Maintenance, SS4A Grant Funding Project:
The project started city–wide on Monday, October 13th, and sidewalk improvements were made at the following locations. Due to winter, we will pause the rest of 
the project until next spring, weather permitting. 
• Otis Street – between 37th and Rhode Island Ave 
• 34th Street – between Otis and Rhode Island Ave 
• Rhode Island Ave. – between Perry and 37th Street 
• 29th Street – between Bunker Hill and Shepherd St 
• 29th Street – between Upshur and Arundel 
• Upshur – between 30th and 29th 
• Shepherd Street – between 30th and 33rd
• 32nd Street – between Upshur and Rainier
• 32nd Street – between Varnum and Upshur
• Windom – between 31st and 32nd 
• Shepherd Street – between 34th and 35th Street
• 35th and 36th  Street – between Shepherd and Bunker Hill
• TOTAL: Square Feet of Sidewalk Improvements: 36,423(Concrete Sidewalk 25,176.6, Flexi-Pave 11,247).

Paused

City Manager Biweekly Report 1/6/26
Status Key

Low Risk Medium 
Risk

Medium-
High Risk High Risk



Key Activities/ Milestones Target/Status

Installation of Stop Sign Enforcement Cameras, SS4A Grant Funding Project:
• Working with the City attorney and City vendor(RedSpeed) to finalize the installation and service contract.

Ongoing

Installation of Solar panels on the Five Cities’ Buildings, State of Marylane Department of Energy Grant Funding $410,000:
• Installation and mechanical inspection on Potts has been completed and is awaiting Pepco for the operation permit.
• Police Department, Public Works, Code Enforcement, and Melinda Miles, commissioned, passed final inspection, and they are in service.

 

Ongoing

31st Street and Perry Street Green Street Project, State of Maryland Department of General Services Grant Funding $530,000:
• The City received the Phase II final design from the Consultant LID center on December 18th. 
• Will start working with the City attorney to prepare the bid documents to select the contractor and start the construction next Spring, weather permitting.

Ongoing

Faced Improvements and Mural projects:
• The last deliverable is the installation of the canopy for Nipsey’s Store. It is scheduled for the next two weeks.
• Working with the City attorney to draft the 34th Street Mural contract for Artist Jay Coleman to start the project. 

Ongoing

City Manager Biweekly Report 1/6/26
Status Key

Low Risk Medium 
Risk

Medium-
High Risk High Risk



Key Activities/ Milestones Target/Status

Grant Writer activities:

SS4A Quarterly and Annual Report

• Drafted Quarterly Report.
• Reviewed draft of Annual Report and suggested improvements.
MDOT Bikeways Grant – Levee Trail Crossing

• Submitted Final Design for MDOT review.
• Drafted Quarterly Report.
DHCD Facade improvements and Mural grants

• Held meeting with Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) point of contact.

Continue search for new grant opportunities.

Ongoing

City Manager Biweekly Report 1/6/26
Status Key

Low Risk Medium 
Risk

Medium-
High Risk High Risk



  First Reading: December 2, 2025 
 
                                                                               Second Reading and Adoption: ________, 2026 
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                            CITY OF MOUNT RAINIER, MARYLAND 

RESOLUTION No. 10-2025 

Introduced by: Mayor Celina Benitez 

Proclaiming December 10th  as Human Rights day in the City of Mount 
Rainier 

WHEREAS, on December 10, 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, establishing universal rights and freedom for all people, 
regardless of race, color, religion, sex, language, political opinion, national origin, or other status; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Declaration establishes multiple rights such as freedom, equal dignity, 

freedom of movement, peace, and the overall worth of every human being; and 
WHEREAS, December is Human Rights Month and brings awareness to continue protecting our 
residents from discrimination, a cornerstone of our city’s legal framework; and 

WHEREAS, the United States ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, on June 1, 1992, and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment on October 21, 1994, and is bound by the terms of those 
treaties; and 

WHEREAS, Federal, State and municipal governments should abide by treaties ratified 
by the United States as they are considered the “supreme Law of the Land” under clause 2 of 
Article VI of the United States Constitution; and 

 
WHEREAS, the United States signed, on April 24, 1970, but never ratified, the Vienna 

Convention on the Law of Treaties, which obligates its participants to refrain from acts that would 
defeat the object and purpose of, international treaties; and 

 
WHEREAS, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which 

was signed by the United States on October 5, 1977, but also never ratified, commits its parties to 
work toward the granting of economic, social, and cultural rights to all individuals, including labor 
rights, the right to health, the right to education, and the right to an adequate standard of living; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women which was signed by the United States on July 17, 1980 but never ratified obligates its 
participants to eliminate racial discrimination and promote of understanding among all races, and 
requires its parties to criminalize hate speech and criminalize membership in racist organizations; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which was signed by the United 
States on February 16, 1995 but also never ratified, sets out the civil, political, economic, social, 
health and cultural rights of children and the U.S., as a signer, is obliged to not act contrary to its 
purpose, even though the Convention has not yet been ratified; and 

WHEREAS, human rights are universal and indivisible, they transcend national and local 
boundaries and governments at every level share responsibility for ensuring that these rights are 
upheld in law, policy, and practice; and 

WHEREAS, all levels of government are obligated to prevent rather than empower 
discrimination and violence at the hands of THE STATE non-state actors; and 

WHEREAS, state and municipal local governments play an important role in ensuring that 
the United States complies with its treaty obligations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Mount Rainier has implemented policies and issued resolutions 

that uphold, protect and defend the human rights of City residents, including declaring Reproductive 
Rights are Human Rights, as well as inclusionary law to protect our community as well as granting 
the right to vote for non-citizens on municipal elections; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Maryland protects fundamental human rights, including the 
rights to healthcare, nondiscrimination, life, privacy, freedom of movement, freedom from cruel 
and inhuman treatment, and many others; and 

WHEREAS, the mass and illegal detention, kidnapping, dehumanization and deportation 
suspends the human rights of migrants who are fundamental members of our community and this 
nation; the systemic injustices of the criminal legal system, including the practice of forced prison 
labor and extreme sentences such as death by incarceration; water injustices as a manifestation of 
environmental racism; the expansion of the “terrorism” framework and vast surveillance 
infrastructure used to repress expression; U.S. complicity in advancing violations of domestic and 
international law; the regression on reproductive rights and bodily autonomy; and the 
criminalization of homelessness and poverty are all examples of grave human rights violations; and 

WHEREAS, building legal frameworks rooted in human rights principles at the local and 
state levels is essential to ensuring access to health care, preventing discrimination, and 
safeguarding the lives and dignity of all people, especially amid ongoing federal attacks; and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 27, 2025, in an attempt to evade accountability for grave, ongoing 

human rights violations in the country, the U.S. State Department sent a letter to the Office of the 
High Commissioner on Human Rights stating that the Administration will not participate in its 
upcoming Universal Periodic Review, a mandatory UN process through which countries review 
each other’s human rights records; and 

 
WHEREAS, ON NOVEMBER 7TH, THE UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL ADOPTED A DECISION AFTER THE UNITED STATES’NONPARTICIPATION, 
IN WHICH IT CALLED ON THE UNITED STATES TO RESUME ITS COOPERATION WITH 
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THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW AND POSTPONED IT TO NOVEMBER 2026, WHILE 
LEAVING OPEN THE POSSIBILITY FOR IT TO BE SCHEDULED SOONER; AND 

WHEREAS, every UN member country participates in the Universal Period Review 
process and to date, only two other countries, have ever attempted to evade review and no country 
has ever fully done so; and 

 
WHEREAS, a government that silences accountability while expanding repression ought 

not be ignored and must be held accountable on a global stage; and 
 
WHEREAS, RATHER THAN AVOIDING ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE EROSION 

AND ATTACKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE 
WORKING TO RESPECT, PROTECT AND ENSURE HUMAN RIGHTS: AND 

WHEREAS, the United States VOTED FOR THE ADOPTION OF is a signatory to the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a foundational document adopted by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations on December 10, 1948, in the wake of the atrocities of World War 
II.; and 

WHEREAS, on June 24, 2022, the United States Supreme Court in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization overturned nearly fifty years of precedent established under Roe v. 
Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, eliminating the federal constitutional right to abortion in 
the United States and resulting in widespread restrictions and bans that have forced thousands of 
people to travel across state lines to obtain essential health care; and 

WHEREAS, in the first two years since the Dobbs decision, state prosecutors across the 
nation have initiated at least 412 cases charging pregnant people with crimes related to pregnancy, 
pregnancy loss, or birth, and more than three-quarters of the people charged were low-income 
individuals, and in 264 of these cases, information supporting criminal prosecution was obtained or 
disclosed in a medical setting; and 

WHEREAS, marginalized communities including Indigenous, Black, and Brown people, 
immigrants, LGBTQIA+ individuals, people LIVING with disabilities BOTH SEEN AND 
UNSEEN, and those living in poverty or rural areas bear a disproportionate burden of abortion 
restrictions and criminalization, reflecting systemic inequities within both health and legal systems; 
and 

WHEREAS, on June 24, 2025, the City of Mount Rainier became the first in the county 
to pass a resolution declaring that reproductive rights, including access to abortion, are human 
rights: and 

WHEREAS, December 10th of each year is celebrated around the world as “Human Rights 
Day”; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Mount Rainier aligns itself 
with the human rights obligations under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Convention on the 
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Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, in accordance with Article VI, Clause 2 
of the United States Constitution, and stands in solidarity with local, national, and international 
efforts to protect and expand human rights for all; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council hereby recognize 
December 10, 2025, as Human Rights Day in the City of Mount Rainier and commit to uphold 
freedom, democracy, and human rights in our own city, in our country, and around the world. 
 

THIS REOLUTION IS ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MOUNT RAINIER THIS ______ DAY OF ___________, 2026. 

 

Attest: 

 

________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Melissa Sam, City Clerk    Celina R. Benitez, Mayor 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Danielle Carter, Councilmember Ward 1 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Jeniffer Hoffpauir, Councilmember Ward 1 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Valerie Woodall, Councilmember Ward 2 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 
       Joseph Jakuta, Councilmember Ward 2 
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Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier 

Mayor and City Council  

Special Legislative Meeting  

 November 18, 2025, Virtual Meeting 
 
Call to Order 
7:00 pm 
 
Presiding Officer 
Mayor Celina Benitez 
 
Officials Present 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
 
Staff Present 
City Manager Kourosh Kamali 
Director of Public Works Rocio Latorre 
City Clerk Melissa Sam 
Media Production Coordinator Jared Alindogan 
 
Minutes provided by: 
City Clerk 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Reading of Agenda 
The agenda was read by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall and accepted as presented. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
 
Motion to approve the minutes for: 

• October 21, 2025, Work Session. 
Moved by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall  
Seconded by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
Vote Recorded: 5-0-0, Motion Passed 



Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier, Mayor and Council Meeting, November 18, 2025 
 

First Reading of Ordinance No. 06-2025 
Finance Consultant Ronald Wilson read Ordinance No. 06-2025, Budget Amendment No. 06-
2025. 
 
City Manager Kourosh Kamali provided a summary of the need for the budget amendment, 
referencing his email to the Mayor and Council. 
 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir noted that since EVs tended to be much heavier vehicles, she 
was concerned about potential long-term impacts on the City’s roads. She also inquired about the 
anticipated cost savings from not purchasing gasoline and whether the grant required tracking 
those savings, or if such tracking might not be feasible. City Manager Kourosh Kamali stated that 
it was too early to provide definitive answers to those questions. However, he noted that the city’s 
roads should be able to sustain the weight of the EV trucks, as they were the same size and might 
even weigh less than the diesel trucks they were replacing. He added that the State would most 
likely require an annual report, and the City should realize cost savings since operating EVs would 
be less expensive than diesel vehicles. Additionally, the shift to EVs would support environmental 
goals by reducing the carbon footprint through zero emissions. 
 
Councilmember Danielle Carter asked for clarification on the amount the City would be 
responsible for and whether the current budget would need to be adjusted to cover that cost, 
including if any changes would occur between line items. City Manager Kourosh Kamali stated 
that the City would be responsible for twenty percent, approximately $370,000. He explained that 
half of this amount would be covered in the current budget, not by shifting between line items but 
by using the Fund Balance, while the remaining half would be included in FY2027 budget. 
 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta asked for clarification regarding the eighty–twenty percentage, as 
the numbers did not seem to align. Mr. Wilson explained that after accounting for all costs, 
including the chargers, installation, and purchase of the trucks, the total exceeded the project 
amount approved by MDOT. Therefore, the City’s portion of $370,000 was slightly more than 
twenty percent. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 pm. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting:  
Moved by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall  
Seconded by Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir  
Vote Recorded: 5-0-0, Motion Passed 
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Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier 

Mayor and City Council Work Session 

November 18, 2025, Virtual Meeting 
 
Call to Order 
7:19 pm 
 
Presiding Officer 
Mayor Celina Benitez 
 
Officials Present 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
 
Staff Present 
City Manager Kourosh Kamali 
Director of Public Works Rocio Latorre 
City Clerk Melissa Sam 
Media Production Coordinator Jared Alindogan 
 
Minutes provided by: 
City Clerk 
 
Reading of Agenda 
The agenda was read by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall and accepted as presented. 
 
Presentation and Discussion on Public Works Department First Quarter Report 
Director Rocio Latorre presented on the following: 

1. Memorandum 
2. Administration and Building Maintenance Operations 
3. Streets and Ground 
4. Fleet and Equipment 
5. Crosswalk Marking & Street Signs Project 
6. Tree Maintenance, Plantings, and Grounds Maintenance 
7. Resolution 01-2021: Municipal Greenhouse Gas Resolution Progress Update 
8. Waste Collection, July – September 2025 
9. Miscellaneous Projects 
10. Summary  

 



Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier, Mayor and Council Meeting, November 18, 2025 
 

Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir inquired about adding more lighting around the circle, asking 
whether it fell under the Maryland Highway Administration’s jurisdiction and how the process 
worked, as well as whether there were any measures the Council could take to have it prioritized. 
Ms. Latorre stated that the circle fell under SHA jurisdiction and that the lighting was one of the 
items she would discuss with Pepco to see if they could address it. She also noted that she would 
need to coordinate with SHA to determine if it was feasible. The Mayor and Council could assist 
by advocating with Pepco. 
 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta stated that he was surprised the tipping fees had not decreased from 
FY25 to FY26 for the quarter, especially since composting had been fairly successful. With sixty 
tons of compost processed that quarter, he wondered why there had been no reduction in the tipping 
fees. Ms. Rocio stated that she had reviewed the data going back to FY2022 and compared it to 
the first quarter of FY2026, noting that there had not been a decrease in total trash tonnage. 
Following the launch of the compost program, she explained that it would take time to see an 
impact, as only 328 households were participating. Compost was collected every Monday, and so 
far, the amount collected had been minimal. 
 
Councilmember Danielle Carter mentioned that she wanted to piggyback on the question 
Councilmember Hoffpauir had asked about the lights. Based on the answer given, if she was 
referring to the Pepco regular lights, she wanted to know the status of the lights the city had 
purchased for the circle and 34th Street. Additionally, Mr. Kamali had stated earlier in the year 
that the department was replacing the boxes. She asked about their status and, if they were not in 
good condition, how the city could go about replacing them, as it posed a significant safety 
concern. Ms. Latorre stated that the main panel box had already been replaced and, since then, no 
issues had been observed. She added that the department would continue to monitor it, especially 
with the upcoming winter season. 
 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall suggested that having how-to videos in different languages for the 
compost program might be helpful to increase participation rates. She said they would be working 
together on the Community Garden, and everyone was encouraged to stay tuned, as some exciting 
work would be taking place there. 
 
The Mayor and Council thanked Ms. Latorre for the presentation and the work the team was doing.  
 
Presentation and Discussion on Administrative Services Department First Quarter Report 
Director Melissa Sam presented on the following: 

• Memorandum 
• Mayor and Council Meeting 
• Public Information Act Request 
• Social Media/Website 
• Website 
• The Message Production 
• Events 
• Grant Writer 
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• Departmental Support 
• Miscellaneous 

 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta asked how many people had subscribed to the email and how the 
list had been growing. Ms. Sam stated that the email list had about 1,550 subscribers and the 
phone/text list had 270. She noted that it had grown, as in 2022 there had been only 500 subscribers 
compared to the current numbers. 
 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir stated that she was curious whether the text messages sent by the 
city could be in both English and Spanish. She also inquired about outreach and communication 
with the Mount Rainier business community, and whether there was any tracking to see if they had 
subscribed to the alerts. Ms. Sam stated that they had not tracked business owner subscriptions but 
noted that it was something they could look into. 
 
The Mayor and Council thanked Ms. Sam for the presentation and the work the team was doing.  
 
Presentation and Discussion on Resolution Proclaiming December 10th as Human Rights Day 
Mayor Celina Benitez mentioned that she had read the proclamation about two weeks ago and that 
this was the resolution with minor edits from the proclamation. She asked the council to review 
the resolution proclaiming December 10th as Human Rights Day, which had been included in their 
package, and to let her know if they had any questions. 
 
Presentation of Minutes 
The City Clerk presented the November 4, 2025, Legislative Meeting minutes to the Mayor and 
Council. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Moved by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Seconded by Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Vote Recorded: 5-0-0, Motion Passed 
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Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier 

Mayor and City Council 

Public Hearing Regarding Ordinance N0. 04-2025 

and Ordinance No. 06-2025 

December 2, 2025, Virtual Meeting 
 
Call to Order 
7:02 pm 
 
Presiding Officer 
Mayor Celina Benitez 
 
Officials Present 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
 
Officials Absent 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir 
 
Staff Present 
City Manager Kourosh Kamali 
Chief Katerine Perez 
City Clerk Melissa Sam 
Media Production Coordinator Jared Alindogan 
 
Minutes provided by: 
City Clerk 
 
Reading of Agenda 
The agenda was read by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall and accepted as presented. 

Public Hearing Regarding Ordinance No. 04-2025, Amending the Code of the City of Mount Rainer, to 
repeal Chapter 4, “Boards, Committees, and Commissions”, Article III, “Police Review and Advisory 
Board” as no longer necessary for the protection of the public and an inefficient use of City resources 
There were no public comments. 
 
Public Hearing Regarding Ordinance No. 06-2025, Budget Amendment #1. 
There were no public comments. 
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Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 pm. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting:  
Moved by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall  
Vote Recorded: 5-0-0, Motion Passed 
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Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier 

Mayor and City Council 

Legislative Meeting 

December 2, 2025, Virtual Meeting 
 
Call to Order 
7:08 pm 
 
Presiding Officer 
Mayor Celina Benitez 
 
Officials Present 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
 
Officials Absent 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir 
 
Staff Present 
City Manager Kourosh Kamali 
Chief Katerine Perez 
Director of Economic Development Ronald Hopkins 
City Clerk Melissa Sam 
Media Production Coordinator Jared Alindogan 
 
Minutes provided by: 
City Clerk 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 pm, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Reading of Agenda 
The agenda was read by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall and accepted with moving number 5, the Presentation and 
Discussion on the Planning Assistance for Municipalities and Communities (PAMC) Program, to number 4.  
 
Mayor and Councilmember Event Announcements 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall stated the following: 

• The Sweaty Sweater Run would be on Saturday, December 6, 2025, from 9 am at the Memorial Park, 3300 
Rhode Island Avenue and ended at the other side of the block. 
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• The Gateway CDC had announced the opening of a studio on Friday, from 6 pm – 9 pm, just above the 
Brentwood Arts Exchange building. The Gateway CDC had helped a filmmaker open a studio in the Route 
1 Corridor. 

Councilmember Danielle Carter mentioned the following: 
• The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) meeting had been scheduled for Monday, December 

22, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. in the Police Department Community Room.  
• The Parade of Lights was scheduled for Saturday, December 20, 2025, and would run consecutively with 

the Mount Rainier Volunteer Fire Department Santa Tour.  
 
Mayor Celina Benitez read the upcoming events listed on the agenda. 
 
Presentation and Discussion on the Planning Assistance for Municipalities and Communities (PAMC) 
Program 
Mr. Connor Klein, Outreach and Projects Coordinator for Prince George’s County Planning Department, presented 
on the following: 

• Program Overview 
• PAMC Program Details 
• Examples of Active and Completed Projects 
• Leading Guidelines for the Project 
• The Application Process 

 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta suggested highlighting the City’s greater sustainability efforts. While walkability 
and bikeability were important, the City also made significant progress in biodiversity and climate action 
initiatives. 
 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall suggested that, in addition to sustainability, education should be included because 
the City had two local elementary schools. Public safety should also be incorporated. She noted that the city had 
several departments with their own missions, vision, and implementation strategies, but they were not fully 
interconnected. She recommended that the strategic plan interconnected with all departments and included a matrix 
to track growth and progress. 
 
Mayor Celina Benitez suggested having community involvement like the PTOs’, and the artists, the businesses 
and the community at large.  
 
The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Klein and Ms. Josephine Selvakumar for their presentation and looked 
forward to a great partnership. 
 
City Manager’s Report 
City Manager, Kourosh Kamali presented on the following: 

• Weekly meeting with directors. 
• FY27 Operating Budget  
• Potts Hall/Welcome Center 
• ARPA Funding – 

(1) Newton Street Green Infrastructure Improvements (Between 34th Street and 37th Street) 
(2) Home Repair Program 

• SS4A Grant Funding –  
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   (1) High Visibility Crosswalks, Curb Ramp Improvement, and Speed Humps 
   (2) Sidewalk Maintenance 

• Installation of Stop Sign Enforcement Cameras 
• Installation of Solar Panels on the Five City Buildings 
• 31st Street and Perry Street Green Street Project 
• Grant Activities 

 
Mayor Celina Benitez asked if he could include in his report the update, they had worked on together regarding the 
progress of the SS4A project, which she had presented at the National League of Cities conference. 
 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta asked that a couple of weeks ago there had been issues on 29th Street with the supply 
chain for the Flexi-Pave, which resulted in some open sidewalks. He wanted to ensure that all sidewalks were 
completed before they closed for winter. Mr. Kamali stated that the issue had been an exception due to a delayed 
order. He had stopped the job and did not allow the contractor to proceed until the materials arrived. Once the 
materials were received, he instructed the contractor to complete all the Flexi-Pave work. He added that if one drove 
around the city, no open sidewalks would be found, and such an issue would not occur again as it had been fully 
addressed. 
 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall asked about his last report presentation regarding the DNR grant for Richardson Park 
for a fence and whether it was still being pursued. Mr. Kamali stated that they had not received any updates on the 
grant, but he would check it and get back to her. 
 
The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Kamali for his report and for the work he had been doing. 

 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 

Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 05-2025 
 
Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 05-2025, An Ordinance Codifying the Mount Rainier Green 
Team and disbanding the Mount Rainier Environment Protection Board 
Moved by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Seconded by Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Vote Recorded: 4-0-0, Motion Passed 
 

Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 06-2025 
 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 06-2025, Budget Amendment #1 
Moved by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Seconded by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
Vote Recorded: 4-0-0, Motion Passed 
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Second Reading and Adoption of Resolution No. 07-2025 
 

Motion to adopt Resolution No. 07-2025, Upcoming Vice Mayor Rotation 
Moved by Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Seconded by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
Vote Recorded: 2-2-0, Motion Failed due to a Tie Vote 

 
Vote on Approval of Minutes 
 

Motion to approve the minutes for November 4, 2025, Legislative Meeting 
Moved by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
Seconded by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Vote Recorded: 4-0-0, Motion Passed 

 
First Reading of Resolution No. 10-2025 
Mayor Celina Benitez read the changes to Resolution No. 10-2025, Proclaiming December 10th as Human Rights 
Day. 
 
Presentation of Minutes 
The City Clerk presented the November 18, 2025, Special Legislative Meeting and Work Session Minutes to the 
Mayor and Council. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 pm. 
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting:  
Moved by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta  
Seconded by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall  
Vote Recorded: 4-0-0, Motion Passed 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  First Reading: ____________, 2026 
 
                                                                               Second Reading and Adoption: ________, 2026 
      

Page 1 of 2 
 

                            CITY OF MOUNT RAINIER, MARYLAND 

RESOLUTION No. 01-2026 

Introduced by: The Mayor and City Council  

A Resolution of the City of Mount Rainier Authorizing Participation in 
the Prince George’s County Planning Assistance for Municipalities and 

Communities (PAMC) Strategic Action Plan Project 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Rainier is committed to promoting Economic 
Development & Job Growth, Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, Environmental Sustainability 
& Climate Action, Infrastructure & Transportation, Good Governance & Citizen Engagement, and 
enhance the quality of life for its residents; and 

WHEREAS, the City has identified the need to develop a Strategic Action Plan that 
provides actionable strategies to advance these goals and aligns with the City’s mission and vision; and 

WHEREAS, the Prince George’s County Planning Assistance for Municipalities and 
Communities (PAMC) program provides an opportunity for municipalities to engage in planning 
projects that foster sustainable growth, transportation alternatives, and community-focused initiatives; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Rainier intends to build upon prior plans and studies 
conducted by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), as well as 
other initiatives undertaken by the City to support community development and regional 
interconnection; and 

WHEREAS, participation in the PAMC Strategic Action Plan project will result in a set 
of actionable strategies and recommendations that the City can implement to achieve its identified goals 
and priorities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF MOUNT RAINIER, MARYLAND, that: 

1. The City of Mount Rainier hereby expresses its support for and authorizes participation in the 
PAMC Strategic Action Plan project. 

2. The City Manager, or their designee, is authorized to execute any documents, applications, or 
agreements necessary to participate in the project. 

3. The City shall actively collaborate with PAMC representatives, consultants, and other 
stakeholders to ensure the successful development of the Strategic Action Plan. 
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4. The City shall use the findings and recommendations of the Strategic Action Plan to guide future
projects and initiatives that promote Economic Development & Job Growth, Public Safety and
Emergency Preparedness, Environmental Sustainability & Climate Action, Infrastructure &
Transportation, Good Governance & Citizen Engagement, and enhance the quality of life within
Mount Rainier.

THIS REOLUTION IS ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT 
RAINIER THIS ______ DAY OF ___________, 2026. 

Attest: 

________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Melissa Sam, City Clerk  Celina R. Benitez, Mayor 

____________________________________ 
Danielle Carter, Councilmember Ward 1 

____________________________________ 
Jennifer Hoffpauir, Councilmember Ward 1 

____________________________________ 
Valerie Woodall, Councilmember Ward 2 

__________________________________ 
Joseph Jakuta, Councilmember Ward 2 
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Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier 

Mayor and City Council Work Session 

December 16, 2025, Virtual Meeting 
 

Call to Order 
7:00 pm 
 
Presiding Officer 
Mayor Celina Benitez 
 
Officials Present 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
 
Staff Present 
City Manager Kourosh Kamali 
Chief of Police Katherine Perez 
City Clerk Melissa Sam 
Media Production Coordinator Jared Alindogan 
 
Minutes provided by: 
City Clerk 
 
Reading of Agenda 
The agenda was read by Councilmember Valerie Woodall and was accepted with the removal of 
number 7, the closed session. 

Presentation and Discussion on the FY2025 Audit Report 
Mr. Dan Kenney and Ms. Wendolyn Yang presented the FY2025 Audit Report 
which included the following: 

• Audit highlights 
• Core team members 
• Fraud considerations 
• Summary of audit results 
• Required communications and other matters 

 
The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Kenney and his team for the presentation and expressed 
appreciation to Mr. Kamali, Mr. Ronald Wilson, and Ms. Natalie Sam for their work in once 
again completing a successful audit with a favorable report. 
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Mr. Kamali thanked Mr. Wilson and Ms. Sam for their contributions, as well as Mr. Kenney and 
his team, for their efforts on the audit. 

 
Presentation and Discussion on the Police Department First Quarter Report 

Chief Katherine Perez presented the following: 
• Photo Enforcement Program Monthly Report 
• Call for Service 
• Property Room Guns Audit 2025 
• Property Room Drugs Audit 2025 
• Property Room Cash Audit 2025 
• Events/Participations 
• Police Explorers Program 
• Ongoing Projects 
• Social Services Coordinator Report 

 
Councilmember Jenny Hoffpauir stated that she was concerned about the number of discrepancies 
with RedSpeed referenced by the Chief. She added that she thought the City would use Red Stop 
as the vendor, which was the vendor for the stop sign camera once it was implemented, and asked 
for clarification on whether it was the same company. Mr. Kamali explained that RedSpeed was 
being used for speed enforcement and that the City had gone through the same approval process 
with the vendor, including receiving approval from the Federal Highway Administration. He stated 
that the City would be using the same vendor, RedSpeed, so that both programs would be 
synchronized, which would prevent staff from having to train on a new system. Mr. Kamali further 
explained that discrepancies sometimes occurred because the vendor’s review of an image differed 
from the officers’ interpretation. To avoid confusion for citizens, the City relied on the officers’ 
review and approval. He emphasized that tickets were issued only when staff were 100 percent 
certain that an actual violation had occurred. Chief Perez added that the City must be able to defend 
citations if they were challenged in court, noting that in some cases it was difficult to clearly 
determine a license plate due to image quality. 
 
Motion was made to add 5 minutes. 
Moved by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
Seconded by Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Vote Recorded: 5-0-0, Motion Passed 

 
Councilmember Joseph Jakuta asked why the cash that was found was not provided to the 
Comptroller of Maryland for the “Find My Money” program, which allowed individuals to input 
their names to locate funds owed to them. Chief Perez explained that the process did not work that 
way and that, according to the law, the money had to be deposited with the City. 
 
Councilmember Danielle Carter asked whether the discrepancies represented a normal variance 
that would typically occur with any vendor. She also asked whether the recovered guns that were 
destroyed had been handled within the fifteen days from when the Chief took office through the 
end of September. Chief Perez said that some were destroyed in October and November, but the 
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audit had been completed, and she wanted to present the information. She added that the 
discrepancies were healthy and what one would expect, emphasizing that it was important for the 
City not to rubber-stamp the vendor’s work. She noted that the experience was similar with any 
vendor, with the main differences being in customer service, and stated that RedSpeed had 
provided good customer service. 
 
Motion was made to add 4 minutes. 
Moved by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
Seconded by Councilmember Danielle Carter 
Vote Recorded: 5-0-0, Motion Passed 

 
The Mayor and Council thanked Chief Perez for her presentation and for the work she and her 
team had been doing for the City. 
 
Presentation and Discussion on Resolution Authorizing Participation in the Prince George’s 
County Planning Assistance for Municipalities and Communities (PAMC) Strategic Action 
Plan Project 
Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall read the resolution.  
 
Presentation of Minutes 
The City Clerk presented the December 2, 2025, Public Hearing and Work Session minutes to the 
Mayor and Council. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 pm. 
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Moved by Councilmember Joseph Jakuta 
Seconded by Vice Mayor Valerie Woodall 
Vote Recorded: 5-0-0, Motion Passed 
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