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A. MOUNT RAINIER BICYCLE PLAN VISION

A historic town built along a former streetcar line at the turn of the century, Mount Rainier is uniquely
positioned to be ideal for bicycling and other forms of non-motorized transportation. With short blocks,
narrow tree-lined streets, and historic homes, Mount Rainier is welcoming to both residents and visitors
alike.

The city immediately borders Washington, DC, which is a leader in alternative transportation, and home
to a large and growing bicycling community. With miles of bicycle lanes, one of the country’s largest
bikeshare systems, and some of the nation’s only dedicated cycletracks, the opportunity for Mount
Rainier to leverage the DC region’s commitment to bicycling is immense.

Many Mount Rainier commuters travel by bicycle and the city is adjacent to several significant bicycle
trails — the Sligo Creek, Northwest and Northeast Branch paved trails reach for miles into Prince
George’s and Montgomery Counties, providing not only commuter but recreational access to and from
the city. Therefore, establishing a solid bicycle network and infrastructure within the City is important to
serve not only commuting needs, but the recreational needs of all of the citizens of the city, as well as
visitors.

This plan is intended for all citizens and visitors to the city. The plan realizes that a fully accessible bike
network is one that is designed for access by the least skilled of bicyclists as well as experienced riders
and that attention needs to be paid to ensuring that cyclists of all ages feel comfortable with riding in
the city.

The impetus for this plan came from Mount Rainier’s Green Team, a group of citizen volunteers and city
staff that realize the importance of environmental stewardship, non-motorized transportation, and
many other goals supported by bicycling.

Therefore, to encourage more bicycling through development of better bicycle infrastructure in the city,
the plan lays out:

A vision for bicycling in Mount Rainier that is integrated with surrounding municipalities;
Recommendations for potential programs or partnerships to encourage bicycling;

A convenient and attractive network of on-street bike lanes and associated infrastructure;
Connections to other modes of transportation like transit and non-motorized modes; and
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A financial plan for construction, maintenance, and programming.



B. PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS SUMMARY

This plan recognizes that Mount Rainier is a small, incorporated jurisdiction with limited resources and
ability to carry out and maintain programs. But there are a number of initiatives that Mount Rainier can
do to promote bicycling; therefore it is recommended that the city:

* Implement low maintenance bicycle route signage and wayfinding to improve the experience of
bicyclists traveling within the city of Mount Rainier and those passing through on designated
bike routes.

* |Implement additional bicycle parking as needed.

* Establish a standing citizen committee to make recommendations on bicycle and pedestrian
issues and retain institutional knowledge in this area, as well as plan for future needs.

*  Work with Mount Rainier Police Department to ensure that both drivers and bicyclists are
properly educated regarding shared use of roads as well as relevant traffic laws.



2. CONTEXT

A. MOUNT RAINIER BACKGROUND

Mount Rainier, Maryland, is a city of roughly 8200 people in northern Prince George’s County that is

approximately 0.6 square miles in size. A historic streetcar suburb of Washington, DC, the city includes a

diverse population of citizens.

H White (Not Hispanic)

N Black

Asian

B Hispanic

M Some Other Race/Two or
More Races

Racial Demographics of Mount Rainier, MD (Census 2012)

There are two distinct sectors within the city of Mount Rainier — an older section composed primarily of
historic bungalows built in the 1910s to 1940s, and a newer section of the city built in the 1940s to
1950s, that is largely composed of multi-unit apartments of 2-3 stories. There are 1,100 single family

homes and three large apartment developments (Kaywood Gardens, Queens Manor, and Queenstown)

in the city. The below chart includes other information about the city’s households and businesses.

Bachelor’s degree or higher 23.0%

Total Housing Units 3,601
Average Household Size 2.41

Mean Household Income $58,256
Retail Sales, 2007 $23,854,000
Total number of firms, 2007 506




B. HISTORIC CONTEXT

Rhode Island Avenue and 34" Street, circa 1910"

Mount Rainier is the historic Route 1 gateway community from Prince George's County to Washington,
DC, at the District's northeastern boundary. Like many other American cities, Washington, DC,
experienced a period of urban expansion in the late 19th and early 20th centuries that created a great
demand for housing. This demand put development pressure on areas directly outside the city limits as
people wanted the amenities of urban living but desired the serenity of a rural home. Improved local
transportation, particularly the railroad and the streetcar, allowed urban dwellers to have both; people
could live outside the downtown area and commute to work. As a result, most of Washington's
suburban growth occurred immediately outside the city along major arterials. Mount Rainier became on
of the cities that developed along the Baltimore and Ohio railroad line (which was built in the 1830s).

The 100-acre Thomas Clemson farm was purchased by real estate developers after the Civil War ended.
Clemson, a diplomat and son-in-law of John C. Calhoun, had returned to South Carolina with his family
where they founded the university that bears their name. Local tradition holds that the surveyors of the
new subdivision were from the Pacific Northwest and gave the town its name after the mountain in
Washington state. Some of the original street names included "Cascade" and "Shasta,” referring to
other Pacific Northwest mountains and ranges.

! Photo is sourced from the Approved City of Mount Rainier M-U-TC Zone Development Plan, November 2010.



The area in and around Mount Rainier retained its agrarian character until the last decade of the 19th
century. In early 1897, a streetcar line connecting Mount Rainier with downtown Washington began
operation. This line was run by the Maryland and Washington Railway, and the stop at Mount Rainier
was known as the District Line Station and was located at the intersection of what would become Rhode
Island Avenue and 34th Street.

By 1902, there were 15 houses within a half mile radius of the District Line Station and the population of
the area was 50. The presence of affordable and modern transportation connecting Mount Rainier with
downtown Washington became the most important aspect of the area's growth in the early 20"
century. Mount Rainier became a “streetcar suburb.”

By 1910, development in Mount Rainier concentrated near the streetcar station. The area surrounding
the station became the community's downtown, with buildings housing both shops and their owners. In
an effort to secure better service for their growing suburb, a group of early residents banded together to
pursue the idea of incorporating the town. The citizens petitioned the Maryland state legislature and the
town was incorporated by charter granted on April 14, 1910. The census shows the population at the
time of incorporation at 1,242, a 2384 percent increase from 50 persons just eight years earlier.

The town had a decidedly rural flavor, a feature that was apparently quite an attraction. Houses were
mostly of one or two story frame construction and situated on large lots. Real estate advertisements
stressed the country atmosphere: homes in Mount Rainier were “charmingly located” on “very large
(rich) grounds” that were “high and healthy.”

Mount Rainier grew rapidly throughout the late 1910s and 1920s. The town constructed a water and
sewer system, which was completed in 1919. In 1920, with a population of nearly 2,500, bonds were
issued for the construction of sidewalks and streets. In 1932, a grand celebration was held to
commemorate the completion of Rhode Island Avenue which followed the streetcar track from DC to
Hyattsville, and by this time Mount Rainier had grown to a population of 5,000. In 1939, a new streetcar
terminal was built at 34th Street and Rhode Island Avenue, providing a loop which made it possible to
serve Mount Rainier with the new lightweight high speed streetcar.

In the 1940s, Mount Rainier's growth was concentrated on the north side of town. Just before the U.S.
entered World War Il, the Kaywood Gardens apartment complex was begun. In the next few years, two
more apartment developments were completed, Queenstown and Queens Manor. Both Kaywood
Gardens and Queens Manor had their own shopping centers. Around the same time, 34" Street was cut
through to Chillum Road, making it a through street from Rhode Island Avenue to the north side of
Mount Rainier for the first time. In 1945, the town of Mount Rainier became the city of Mount Rainier.

The decades of the 1920s to 1950s were a time of expansion for Mount Rainier. The city underwent
three annexation processes in 1929, 1943, and 1955. The population grew to 11,000 in 1950, and then
dropped to 10,000 in 1960. September 7, 1958, marked the end of an era in Mount Rainier. On that
date, the streetcars were supplanted by buses and for the first time in more than 50 years, streetcar
traffic ceased in Prince George's County.



In the 1970s, the population continued to drop and housing began to show signs of neglect. These
changes can be attributed to smaller family sizes and an older population living on fixed incomes.

This trend continued until the 1980s when younger families once again became aware of the charm and
advantages of this former streetcar suburb. The late 1980s brought the historic preservation movement
to Mount Rainier with an understanding of the history and architectural value of the city's housing stock.
In 1990, the historical and architectural value of Mount Rainier's housing stock was recognized when
most of the city became listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

People living in Mount Rainier are active in the community and involved in the daily decisions of their
government. Local pride is high, and the people like being part of an active civic process. There are
numerous community organizations ranging from 10 standing groups such as the Boys and Girls Club to
one of the newest groups, Friends of the Library. The city is proud to be a part the Gateway Arts District,
an area designated by the state and county for revitalization through development of arts and
entertainment oriented businesses.

There are ample opportunities for recreation in the city, including several small parks with playground
equipment and the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Recreation and Nature
Center, which opened in 1996 adjacent to Queenstown and Queens Manor apartments. A system of
hiker-biker trails that follow the valleys of the Anacostia River tributaries connect the city to the
University of Maryland, the historic Adelphi Mill, Takoma Park, and the Bladensburg waterfront.

Many of the attributes that attracted people to Mount Rainier in the first decades of the 20" century
remain true in the first decades of the 21° century: convenient location, quality and affordable middle
class housing, accessible transportation systems, and tree-lined residential streets.
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C. Urban Form
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streets that provided access to them. The city was also % \
supported by the arrival of the Metro subway in the Nt “‘““‘

1980s, as well as significant levels of bus service. Built at a
time when the automobile was still a minor method of
mobility, the primary grid of the city is both dense and

bike and pedestrian friendly. The city is very small, at 0.6
square miles and with a population density of over
12,000 people per square mile — the highest of any city in
the state of Maryland.




Mount Rainier’s historic core is composed of a compact grid

HISTORIC CORE:

Roughly 1,100 single family homes and a few multi-unit apartment complexes make up the historic core
of the city. North-south blocks are roughly 530 feet in length, and east-west blocks are roughly 350 feet.
Streets are narrow compared to many current suburban streets at roughly 23 feet with an unmarked
travel lane in each direction. While many homes may have driveways or other off-street parking, others
do not and many residents and visitors use street parking (which is limited to a single side of the street
in most cases). Traffic lights are not used in most of the city for traffic control. Traffic control is provided
primarily by stop signs at each block.

Vehicle speeds — set at 25 mph — are generally kept lower by both short block lengths, as well as stop
signs at the end of each block. Vehicle speeds are limited as well by the city’s urban form — fairly narrow
streets further narrowed by street parking.



J0th Street

‘_‘ I T

4 22 7' 8' 8' 212 4'

Parking lane Sharrow Sharrow

Streets in Mount Rainier are generally narrow, with single-side parking and two traffic lanes that
share road space with bicyclists (see example above)

Finally, an active pedestrian environment keeps drivers more aware of operating in a mixed-use and
walkable city. Most single family residences in the city lie within several blocks of the city’s two main
commercial streets in the historic core — Rhode Island Avenue and 34™ Street, and many residents
actively walk not just for recreation, but for core services like food and transportation. In addition, a
number of pocket parks and two elementary schools are also within walking distance of almost every
home. Most homes have porches, and interaction between neighbors is frequent, so streets become
places for interaction, and not just for vehicles.

This street grid is mostly continuous, with the exception of being bisected by Rhode Island Avenue/U.S.
Route 1, which was originally the alignment of the streetcar. The grid is also continuous with streets in
neighboring municipalities, where it connects to the Woodridge neighborhood in the District of
Columbia to the west, and the town of Brentwood, Maryland, to the east. Because of the streetcar,
both areas were developed roughly at the same time as Mount Rainier.

NEWER DEVELOPMENTS:

In the 1940s, several apartment complexes were built north of the historic streetcar core for veterans
returning from World War Il. These apartments are dense, multi-unit complexes of several stories, and
comprise the bulk of the population (around 6000 people) in the city. These complexes do not fit into
the existing street grid. Although some streets extend through the apartments, the bulk of streets end
directly at their periphery. Circulation within these complex is largely the result of internally focused
streets that also serve as parking lots for the residents.
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The periphery of Mount Rainier to the west and north is framed by high speed suburban arterials.
Eastern Avenue, which is entirely controlled by the District of Columbia and runs to the west of Mount
Rainier, is the boundary between DC and the State of Maryland. Wide and with few traffic lights, it has
high average vehicle speeds.

The northern side of Mount Rainier is fronted by Queens Chapel Road, a suburban arterial that is also
multiple lanes with few traffic lights, and connects to high speed streets in DC and Maryland. This road
and the adjoining properties north of it are within an unincorporated area of Prince George’s County.

D. Transportation

Though described as a suburb, Mount Rainier has a transportation mode split equal or better to that of
many cities. Alternative transportation modes (bicycling, walking, transit) make up a far greater share of
work trips than the typical American municipality, and even compared to similar municipalities in the
Washington, DC, area.

COMMUTING MODAL SPLITS FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT RAINIER AS COMPARED TO OTHER
MUNICPALITES IN THE WASHINGTON, DC, AREA?
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22011 American Communtiy Survey Data (5-Year Estimates), Means of Commuting to Work
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COMMUTING MODAL SPLITS FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT RAINIER AS COMPARED TO OTHER
MAIJOR CITIES®

60.00%

50.00% B

40.00%

30.00% -
7 Biked
20.00% - e
B Walked

10.00% -
B Public Transportation

0.00% -

CURRENT MODAL SPLIT FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT RAINIER*
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* 2011 American Communtiy Survey Data (5-Year Estimates), Means of Commuting to Work
#2011 American Communtiy Survey Data (5-Year Estimates), Means of Commuting to Work



Transportation modes like transit and walking are important because they form a natural complement
to bicycling. In particular, transit can also serve a direct relationship to bicycling. Many bicyclists —
whether commuter or recreational — may utilize transit to extend the reach of potential trips or to
provide an alternative when faced with a sudden challenge (unexpected bad weather or heavy road
traffic, for example). Transit users may use bicycles as an access mode to transit. For instance, riders
that live more than a 5 to 10 minute walk (1/4 to % mile of a high-frequency transit station) may choose
to bicycle to access that station, instead of accessing that stop by driving, by feeder bus, or a long walk.
The Federal Transit Administration’s bicycle catchment policy reflects that, with a 3 mile radius allowed
for use of federal transit funding to support bicycle access. Mount Rainier, in particular due to an active
recreational culture in the region, a robust transit network, and a environmentally respectful culture
that favors multiple modes of transportation, has higher shares of these modes.

MOUNT RAINIER MAJOR TRANSIT HUBS:
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RAIL:
The northern edge of the city is adjacent to the West Hyattsville Metrorail station on the green/lellow

line. This station provides service every 3-5 minutes during peak hours, and every 5-15 minutes during
off-peak hours. Ridership from this station counts 3,855 individuals per day.’ It also has one of the
highest numbers of bike rack capacity in the system (with the ability to accommodate 128 bicycles.®

> Average Weekday Passenger Boardings, WMATA,
http://www.wmata.com/pdfs/planning/FY11_Rail_Ridership_By_Station.pdf
®2012 WMATA Bicycle Parking Census
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BUS:

Rhode Island Avenue carries a high level of bus service, particularly in the direction of Washington, DC.
Metrobus 81, 82, 83, 84, 86, T18, F1, F2 and B2 and Prince George’s The Bus Route 17 all serve Mount
Rainier. Bus service is also provided on Eastern Avenue via the Metrobus G8. The vast majority of
boarding and alightings of these buses occur at a single bus terminal in the Mount Rainier’s downtown
at 34" and Rhode Island Avenue. The stop receives roughly 800 boardings per day. The bus lines that
pass through the main bus terminal carry a significant number of riders, many of whom pass through
Mount Rainier as part of their trip.7

BUS LINES SERVING DOWNTOWN MOUNT RAINIER AND RIDERSHIP®
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Average
Weekday
Route Number Description Ridership
81,82,83,86 College Park 4,180
84 Rhode Island Avenue-New Carrollton 2,086
T18 Annapolis Road 3,673
F1, F2 Chillum Road 1,806
G8 Rhode Island Avenue 3,571
B2 Bladensburg Road-Anacostia 6,759

7FY11 Average Weekday Bus Ridership, WMATA
(http://www.wmata.com/pdfs/planning/FY11 Average Weekday Bus_Ridership.pdf)

8 Approved City of Mount Rainier M-U-TC Zone Development Plan, November 2010



BICYCLE ACCESS:

Both Metrorail and Metrobus accommodate bicycles. The West Hyattsville Metrorail station has bike
racks and bike parking. Full-size bicycles can be taken on the train during non-peak hours, and folding
bikes at all hours. Most Metrobus buses carry front bike racks, which can accommodate 1-2 bicycles.

DRIVING:

The City is bounded at the north by Queens Chapel Road, and is bisected by Rhode Island Avenue (U.S.
Route 1). In addition, these two state roads are connected largely by 34" Street, which runs through a
largely residential section of Mount Rainier. Queens Chapel and Rhode Island Avenue carry an excess of
20,000 vehicles per day, making accommodating bicycles on those two roadways a difficult proposition
for safety reasonsto. 34" Street, which has been identified in the past as a potential site for bike lanes,
carries a significant amount of thru-traffic, at roughly 4,600 vehicles a day with a street width that
equals or is sometimes less than that of adjacent streets that are purely residential.

MAP OF AVERAGE ANNUAL DAILY TRAFFIC IN MOUNT RAINIER’
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’ Maryland State Highway Administration, 2010
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A. CITY ADMINISTERED PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

CITY HALL STAFF:

Because of Mount Rainier’s small size, the number of city staff is minimal. There are a few City Hall staff
members (City Manager, Assistant City Manager, and others), with the remainder of the city employees
being police officers, code enforcement, or public works staff. The city does not have in-house planners
(this role is delegated to the County), and as a result, does not have anyone that serves in a formal
bicycle and pedestrian coordinator role either.

PUBLIC WORKS:

As an incorporated city, Mount Rainier is in control of almost every street in the city. The city’s
Department of Public Works is responsible for all work on city streets and sidewaks in both the
commercial and residential areas. Public Works responsibilities extend to installing and maintaining
pedestrian infrastructure like crosswalks, as well as future infrastructure like bike racks or lanes.

POLICE:

Mount Rainier police, responsible for the general public safety of citizens, are responsible for enforcing
the traffic and safety laws in the city. They play a formal role in ensuring the safety of all road users,
including bicyclists.

B. COMMUNITY AND PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITIES

MOUNT RAINIER BICYCLE COOPERATIVE:

The city has extended support (via free use of a city owned house) to the Mount Rainier Bicycle
Cooperative (MRBC), a volunteer run organization that rehabilitates and refurbishes used bicycles that
would otherwise be thrown away. MRBC teaches bike mechanic skills to both children and adults, as
well as partnering with local DC area organizations to build bicycling community. MRBC focuses their
efforts on serving the local city but is open to any interested member. MRBC serves several hundred
members of the local community per year.

GREEN TEAM:

The Mount Rainier Green Team is made up of a group of interested citizens interested in supporting
sustainability efforts. The Green Team has helped the city successfully pursue a Sustainable Maryland
Certification, create a Green Infrastructure Plan, organize a community garden, and other efforts.

16



C. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE PROGRAMS

Mount Rainier is a small incorporated city with a municipal budget of only $4.5 million, and the majority
of its budget is devoted to critical needs like police services and trash pickup. But having a strong, safe
bicycle network that links with surrounding communities is an asset that can boost desireablity of the
municipality for potential homeowners and businesses. Therefore, investment in the bicycle system
should be seen as a goal for the city. Cost-sharing, grants and inexpensive measures can increase the
effectiveness and safety of the bicycle network. Some potential options include:

* The city could choose to establish a standing committee dedicated to addressing bike and
pedestrian issues in the city. This committee could act as a sounding board for potential bicycle
or pedestrian improvements and retain institutional knowledge for the city in lieu of city staff.

* The city could collaborate and share resources with other municipalities as other cities in the
area may be potential partners in supporting and building bicycle infrastructure throughout the
region. Sharing resources with neighboring cities or groups may enable an increase in bicycling
related activities.

* The city could work directly with Prince George’s County, the state of Maryland, or organizations
such as local Community Development Corporations on bicycle infrastructure projects and
programs.

WL

lyer/enviro:
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A. EXISTING BICYCLE NETWORK AND FACILITIES

Mount Rainier is adjacent to a significant bicycle lane and route network in the District of Columbia, as
well as a very significant trail network reaching into Montgomery County (Sligo Creek Trail) and Prince

George’s County (Northwest Branch and Northeast Branch Trails)
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LOCAL MAP OF BICYCLE INFRASTUCTURE IN MOUNT RAINIER
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BOLD LINES INDICATE DEDICATED BIKE LANES, DOTTED LINES INDICATED PREFERRED BIKE ROUTES
BIKE RACKS:

A large number of public bike racks have been installed in locations that focus largely on the city’s

downtown historic core, where vehicle parking demand peaks and where many bicyclists pass through.

Mount Rainier Branded Bike Racks
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Funding from a Maryland state grant allowed the city to install several different types of bicycle parking
infrastructure. Utilizing the funds for new bike racks and low-cost retrofits for existing parking meters,
the city generated 326 new bicycle parking spaces. These consist of the following:

1. 6 large multibike racks (racks hold 4 bikes each)
2. 9 Mount Rainier Branded U-Racks (racks hold 2 bikes each)
3. 142 meter rings (rings go on parking meters and secure 1-2 bicycles)

Large Multibike Racks:
These multibike racks added significant and visible capacity in areas of high demand, and are
centered largely in commercial core and areas with no significant places to lock a bicycle.

City Center/Bus Stop(NE Corner of Rhode Island and 34th)

City Center/City Hall (SE Corner of Rhode Island and 34th)

City Center/ArtSpace Lofts (SW corner of Rhode Island and 34t St)
Otis Street Artists Studios (Otis Street)

Mount Rainier Skate Park and Otis Street Artist Studios (Otis Street)
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Mount Rainier Branded U-Racks:

These branded U-Racks provided capacity where there are often no bike racks or meters available,
as well as providing a strong branding for the city in highly visible places (bike racks are visibly
labeled with the city’s name).

City Hall #1 (central location, visible branding)

City Hall #2 (central location, visible branding)

Library (destination and no nearby meters)

Post Office (destination and no nearby meters)

Upper 34" Street (NW Corner of Bunker Hill and 34th — destination, visible branding and no
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nearby meters)

6. Upper 34" Street (SE Corner of Bunker Hill and 34™ — destination, visible branding and no
nearby meters)

7. Community Garden/Frederick J Richardson Memorial Park (31* and Windom)

8. 30" Street Park (between Taylor and Upshur — destination and no existing bike racks)

9. Mount Rainier South Park (37th between Otis and Perry — destination and no existing bike
racks)

142 Meter Rings:

The city has a significant amount of metered car parking. According to the 2012 Mount Rainier Town
Center Parking Report, roughly 132 on-street spaces are available within commercially zoned areas,
with 111 of those spots with existing meters. A few other parts of the city (Kaywood Shopping
Center) also have meters. Thus, almost the entire inventory of meters within the city of Mount
Rainier was able to be fitted with bicycle meter rings given the allotment available.
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Finally, several private businesses have installed bike racks as well (Joe’s Movement Emporium, a
community performing arts center, and Glut, a healthy food cooperative).

BIKE LANES:

The existing bike travel network in Mount Rainier is largely informal. While most streets in the city are
narrow, based on a grid, and have low traffic speeds, bicycles largely share these roads with cars.
Though auto traffic speeds are low, many more casual users are less confident about riding bicycles as a
result of the lack of acknowledgement of their right to the road.

There are currently no dedicated bike cycletracks exist in the city, nor any sharrows.'® A signed bike lane
exists on Arundel Road with a few route signs in each direction. This lane connects across Eastern
Avenue to Varnum Street NE in the District of Columbia, where other signed bicycle streets eventually
connect to dedicated bike lanes and cycletracks.

B. RECOMMENDED BICYCLE NETWORK

There is room for significant improvement in bicycle infrastructure in Mount Rainier. This plan proposes
a phased approach that minimizes up-front costs and allows the city to utilize limited staff to implement
cycling improvements in a thoughtful fashion.

This section provides a recommended bicycle network in several phases in a series of interactive maps,
based on increasingly larger phases. The plan also recommends a series of bike signage, additional bike
racks, and sharrows or bike lanes, as well as future dedicated bike parking facilities and bikeshare.

BIKE ROUTES:

Recommendations on bike routings in this proposed network are taken from or informed by a number
of sources.

* Prince George’s County Countywide Master Plan of Transportation: Bikeways and Trains
(November 2009), MNCPPC™

* Approved Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment for the Prince George’s County Gateway
Arts District (November 2004), MNCPPC"?

e City of Mount Rainier Mixed-Use Town Center Zone Development Plan (November 2010)**

% Shared lane markings (often referred to as “sharrows”) are a design option for locations where roadways are too
narrow for dedicated bicycle lanes yet bicycle access and guidance is desired and cyclists should be encouraged to
use the full traffic lane.

11
http://www.pgplanning.org/Assets/Planning/Programs+and+Projects/Transportation+Plans/Bike+Planning/Bikeways+Trails+Map.pdf

2 http://www.pgplanning.org/page10253.aspx

 http://www.pgplanning.org/Projects/Ongoing_Plans_and_Projects/Community_Plans_and_Studies/Mount_Rainier.htm
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It should be noted that suggested bike routes include a shared on-street route that is at least signed via
a roadside sign, if not identified with a more significant marker like a series of on-road sharrows or
dedicated bike lanes.

Krista SchIyef/é:h\}iro-‘pic.o;rg

BIKE FACILITIES INFRASTRUCTURE (PARKING, ETC):

Recommendations on locations of bike racks are drawn from local experience, locations of major public
facilities like parks, schools, and civic faclilities, as well as business locations and existing vehicular
parking supply and needs.

Potential bike rack locations were drawn from:
* Continuing citizen experience and input
* Mount Rainier Town Center Parking Report (January 2013)
* Route 1 Market Study (April 2012)*

It should be noted that any proposed location of facilities is not necessarily a description of the type of
infrastructure or the number of racks, for example, but rather identification of a need for a facility in
that area. For instance, a desire to locate bike parking at an intersection could include a single rack for 1-
2 bicycles, or an extensive rack for multiple bicycles based on demand.

14 http://collegeparkmd.gov/EconomicDevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/CC-Final-5-4-2012.pdf
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PHASED IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:

A full version of proposed phases of bike routes and infrastructure is available via CommunityWalk at

this site: http://www.communitywalk.com/bike_infrastructure_map/map/1560054

PHASE 1:
Phase 1 proposes a significant increase in bike wayfinding for the City.

BASIC BIKE ROUTE SIGNAGE
Phase 1 proposes basic bi-directional signage along curbs of roads in the city to identify major
bike routes that are already planned or Mount Rainier citizen-selected routes.

Signage can take the form of directional and descriptive wayfinding (below left photo in
Hyattsville, MD), as well as with distances noted (below right photo in the Capital Riverfront
neighborhood in Southwest DC)
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The signage proposed in Mount Rainier should be focused in the following areas:

1. Bike signage along Arundel Road, which already has some bike route signs and is an official
marked route to connect to DC to/from the Northwest Branch Trail. This was recommended on
the Prince George’s Countywide Master Plan of Bikeways and Trails.

2. Bike signage along 34th Street from Eastern Avenue to Queens Chapel Road — A bike route
exists from Monroe Street in Washington, DC, which turns into 34™ Street when crossing
Eastern Avenue into Mount Rainier. This route connects through the majority of the commercial
core of the city to Queens Chapel Road and provides access to the West Hyattsville Metro
station. This was recommended on the Prince George’s Countywide Master Plan of Bikeways
and Trails.

3. Bike signage on Bunker Hill Road to Rhode Island Avenue — Bunker Hill is a common entry
point to the commercial core of Mount Rainier from Randolph Road across Eastern Avenue in
Washington, DC. It is also a bike route utilized on Google Maps and in the Prince George’s
Countywide Master Plan of Bikeways and Trails.

4. Bike signage from Rainier Avenue/34"™ to 31° and north to Arundel Road — This is a
suggested bike route on the Prince George’s Countywide Master Plan of Bikeways and Trails.

5. Bike signage on 30" Street from Bunker Hill to Queens Chapel Road — This road provides
continuous access from Queens Chapel Road to Bunker Hill Road and is low-traffic.

6. Signage for a parallel alley (“Cedar Lane Alley” which runs parallel to 34" Street and is also
known as 34" Place) — This alley runs north and south from Bunker Hill to Upshur Street and is

very low traffic and is a safer route to ride for many cyclists instead of 34" Street. This alleyway
almost connects to the new levee trails but is short by two blocks in Brentwood.
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PHASE 2 (SHARROWS):

Phase 2 proposes a complementary set of sharrows on major bike routes to complement the initial
street signage with clearly marked wayfinding directed at motorists and bicyclists. Sharrows should be
added every block or two in both directions for the duration of the proposed route.

The below photo demonstrates what sharrows on a typical

Mount Rainier street would look like

PHASE 3:

When funding and community support allows, an expansion of the previously mentioned bike
infrastructure should be implemented to further enhance bicycle safety and enjoyment in Mount
Rainier. This may take many forms, depending on the location, but could include:

* Examination of a long-term plan to build bicycle infrastructure on Rhode Island Avenue to
include a sidewalk cycle-track or an on-street treatment that provides consistent connectivity
between Mount Rainier and neighboring towns. This would be carried out in coordination with
the neighboring towns, Prince George’s County, MNCPPC, and the District of Columbia.

* Potential conversion of sharrowed/signed bike lanes to full out dedicated bike cycletracks on
some streets with adequate road spacing.

* Addition of traffic calming approaches such as vegetated medians, bump-out pocket gardens
and other devices to slow vehicular traffic.

* Dedicated secure bike parking facilities (such as a bike parking facility in downtown).

* Potential bikeshare locations to include the West Hyattsville Metrorail station, downtown
Mount Rainier, the Nature Center, various spots upon Rhode Island Avenue, and the warehouse
district on the south side of town.
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FULL MAP OF PROPOSED BIKE INFRASTUCTURE
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PHASE 1 SIGNAGE
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Interactive Map Here:

http://www.communitywalk.com/bike_infrastructure_map/bike_infrastructure_map/map/1560054
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PHASE 2 SHARROWS
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Interactive Map Here:

http://www.communitywalk.com/bike_infrastructure_map/bike_infrastructure_map/map/1560054
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