
Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE:   April 5, 2016 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, UPPER LEVEL CITY HALL 

 
Call to Order 
7:00 PM, Council Chambers, City Hall, One Municipal Place, Mount Rainier MD  
 
Presiding Officer  
Councilmember Bryan Knedler  
 
Officials Present 
Councilmember Jesse Christopherson 
Councilmember Tracy Loh  
Councilmember Shivali Shah   
 
Officials Absent 
Mayor Malinda Miles 
 
Staff Present  
Interim City Manager Larry Hughes  
City Treasurer Vijay Manjani 
 
Minutes provided by:  
Brishay Corbin 

ADENDA 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Call to Order 
Review and Approval of Agenda 
Announcements (Part I) 
Rainier Manor II Groundbreaking 
Menkiti Group Presentation Update 
Public Comment 



Anacostia Trails Heritage Area Working Group Update 
Street Sense Announcement 
Discussion 
Resolution 3-2016 – Appointing City Manager/Approving Employment Agreement 
Ordinance 2-2016 – Modular Housing Permit, 1st Reading 
Announcements (Part II) 
Preliminary Budget Discussions 

Review and Approval of Agenda 

 

 

 

Announcements (Part I) – Councilwoman Tracy Loh 

There will be a debate of the congressional candidates who are running for the 4th 
District seat, which was previously occupied by Donna Edwards, Thursday, April 
7th, 7:00 PM at Hyattsville City Hall.  

Also, the Greening Festival is on April 16th from 12 PM-3 PM at the Nature Center, 
as well as a plant swap, and the Bike Co-op is having a raffle for a new mountain 
bike; the tickets are only $1.00. There will be a coalition trash clean-up as part of 
the event so volunteers are needed.   

Rainier Manor II: Groundbreaking – Jill McGee 

Our financing closed on March 17, 2016 so the site work has begun. The 
groundbreaking is tomorrow, April 6th, at 11:00 AM where our Mayor and 
Councilmember Deni Tavares will be speaking. Following the remarks we will have 
our photoshoot, accompanied with light refreshments, and then the actual 
groundbreaking. There will be residents available to guide you to the 
groundbreaking location which will be at the patio. 

Menkiti Group Presentation Update – Mark Rengel 

Move to Approve Agenda: Councilwoman Tracy Loh 
Second: Councilman Bryan Knedler 
Ayes: Councilwoman Tracy Loh, Councilman Jesse Christopherson, Councilman 
Bryan Knedler 

 

 

 



We’ve been in the “permit review” period for the past several months but have 
made a lot of progress. The permits are back in for final review so we are 
optimistic that we will be able to obtain the building permit sometime this month 
in preparation for closing our settlement on April 29th. We are in the financing 
phase and have selected Sandy Spring Bank, a local Maryland bank, to finance the 
project.  

Coming up in May we would like to have a 2nd community meeting that will 
include the general contractor to prep the neighbors concerned about 
construction. Our anticipated construction is sometime in June with an 11-12 
month construction period, so completion should be June or July of 2017. We are 
currently in lease negotiations with Annie’s Ace Hardware but we are optimistic 
that we can come to an agreement this month before we close on our financing. 

Councilman Bryan Knedler: Did the Town Center Committee approve the amount 
of cement being poured on current green space? 
Mark Rengel: There is very little concrete being poured, the plans are conjectural.  

The public space improvements that will be required for the building include two 
handicap accessible ramps facing Rhode Island Avenue that allow access to the 
3310 and 3308 buildings. 

Councilwoman Tracy Loh: Do you have a timeline for when you want to meet 
with the City to talk about the parking configuration on 33rd Street? 
Mark Rengel: It was part of our Mixed Use Town Center (MUTC) presentation but 
we are ready to talk about that any time. As we get further into construction it’s 
going to be one of the last items included in road improvements. 

Our plan contemplates 23 public parking spaces controlled by the City of Mount 
Rainier around that block. One improvement that can add additional parking 
spaces is to change the 33rd Street parking to diagonal which gives an additional 3 
parking spaces and there would be 1 ADA-accessible handicap spot at the end of 
that row.  

Public Comment 



Pat Sermon, 3001 Taylor Street: I live next to a house that was sold last 
September and it’s been nothing but trouble. There was a dumpster filled to the 
top with their construction debris coming onto my land. I went to see two elected 
officials and left notes but I didn’t hear from them. The dumpster was moved 
yesterday and there is a hold order on work. I would like to know why I wasn’t 
able to get ahold of members of the City council.  

Councilman Bryan Knedler: We tend to let the staff handle these issues before 
we get involved. 
Councilwoman Shivali Shah: I was here on one of your trips to see the City 
Manager and he and Veronica Owens (Director of Code Enforcement) have been 
working on your issue. It seems like as different problems occur they are being 
dealt with one at a time. 
Interim City Manager Larry Hughes: The dumpster is gone and they’re getting a 
new one. The owner is currently under negotiation with their contractor.  
Councilwoman Shivali Shah: So the stop order has been lifted because the 
dumpster is gone but right now the work is on halt due to internal problems. Is it 
possible to have someone in code enforcement go and talk to them about the 
specific problem with invading Ms. Sermon’s property and being better 
neighbors? 
Mayor Miles: I think that what Ms. Sermon is saying is that she hasn’t heard from 
her elected body. We can control the dumpster, its overflow, and the trash on 
your yard and in the street. We do not have control of the construction being 
stopped or completed. Larry (Hughes) would you take this on and look into it? 
He’ll make some determinations with Code Enforcement and take the appropriate 
actions to move forward then he’ll report back to us.  

Mario Cisneros, 3804 31st Street: There are two other houses in the same area 
that are going up that has the same issues. There is garbage all over the yard and 
although I don’t live that close to the houses it bothers me to go by and see all the 
debris with nothing being done about it.  

Anacostia Trails Heritage Area Working Group Update – Mayor Miles 



They’re looking to have a councilmember or staff person appointed to this new 
committee. The first meeting of the committee will take place rather rapidly but 
then they’ll have meetings for the next four months and would like for a Mount 
Rainier representative to be there. Who would like to be that representative? 

Councilwoman Tracy Loh: I’m interested in this topic but my childcare situation 
isn’t ideal to attend the April 12th meeting. As long as the meetings don’t conflict 
on the days of our council meetings I should generally be able to go to them.  
Mayor Miles: The meetings may conflict but if you can establish what dates and 
times you want to do it on so that we can participate then the idea is to move this 
forward. We also need a designated staff member to attend for balance. 
Interim City Manager Larry Hughes: I’ll talk to the staff and notify you. 

Streetsense Announcement 

Councilman Jesse Christopherson: The Neighborhood Development Company 
and Streetsense have asked for a 45 day extension of the Land Development 
Agreement. They’re looking at some design changes and we’re considering 
approving the extension.  
Councilwoman Tracy Loh: We can’t make a decision until we touch basis with the 
City’s attorney and the County.  

Councilman Bryan Knedler: Are there specific questions that we need to air to get 
to the City’s attorney to answer? 
Councilman Jesse Christopherson: I would like to know what will happen if we 
don’t approve it. Not because I think we shouldn’t but we should know so I asked 
and I’m waiting for a reply. 
Mayor Miles: Our council representatives did meet with the County and had a 
brief discussion in regards to this and I think that part of the outgrowth from that 
is the request for the 45 day extension. There is a need for us to have another 
meeting but we need legal counsel on where we go from here and how we 
continue to make this project a viable option for the community. No decisions 
have been made.  



Resolution 3-2016 – Appointing City Manager/Approving Employment 
Agreement 

 

 

 

 
Mayor Miles: You’re effective on May 2, 2016 and we’re looking forward to it. 

Ordinance 2-2016 – Modular Housing Permit, 1st Reading – Interim City Manager 
Larry Hughes 

Modular housing is something that’s becoming evolved and there are a lot of 
proposals around the County and a few here in Mount Rainier. The County hasn’t 
had the permits approved because they’re trying to figure out how to deal with it 
so we’re learning from them and these early experiences. We know it will take 
some disruption with traffic on certain streets to get the modular facilities to their 
sites and there may also be an area needed for “staging” and also heavy 
equipment to put them in place. We’ve done these permits because it will take 
some traffic management and the City’s staff’s involvement to manage the code 
aspect of it. 

Councilwoman Tracy Loh: I think we should let people know that the cost of the 
permit is a road closure fee of $250.00 per 4 hours needed.  
Councilman Jesse Christopherson: I would like to thank the staff for their forward 
thinking. 
Mayor Miles: There will be further discussion and we will vote on it at the next 
public session so if you have any comments please contact City Hall or a council 
representative. 

Announcements (Part II) 

Mayor Miles: I just attended the swearing in of the City Manager in Cottage City. 
They also have a new town administrator, Mr. Stanley Moseley, but I told him 

Move That We Approve Resolution 03-2016 Appointing Miranda Braatz to City 
Manager: Councilman Jesse Christopherson 
Second: Councilwoman Tracy Loh 
Ayes: Councilwoman Tracy Loh, Councilman Jesse Christopherson, Councilman 
Bryan Knedler, Councilwoman Shivali Shah 

 



that you (Miranda Braatz) will get in contact with him and hopefully we can lead 
to a working relationship.  

Also, I have had a car that’s been totaled and also a council that has taken over 
the workload and taken care of different things. I had dinner and flowers 
delivered at my door and I thank my community for my gifts, cards, flowers and 
everything. I have the greatest residents in the entire state! 

Councilwoman Shivali Shah: The Egg Hunt went fantastic. We had taken over the 
Nature Center’s field and divided it so that half was for the egg hunt and egg 
related games and the other half for vendors and kids’ activities. There was 
Mount Rainier Springtime Bunny and Mandy the Clown as entertainment. Tracy 
(Loh) helped with emceeing the event and Jesse (Christopherson) helped with 
Spanish translations; we had a very diverse group.  

I want to thank Artworks for doing several activities, the Mount Rainier Business 
Association (MRBA) donated money, and Councilmember Deni Tavares’ office 
donated money and was at the event with her personnel. Healthy Dental is a new 
dental office and they distributed tooth brushes and tooth paste. Brid’s Kitchen & 
Cocktail came and gave out free samples and Timmy’s Pieces of Peace sold 
goodies as well. I particularly want to thank all the residents who volunteered. 
Approximately 350-400 people attended the event and we will definitely need 
more eggs next year. 

Michael Watson, Councilmember Deni Tavares’ Personnel: Deni Tavares is going 
to have a Fire Safety meeting on Thursday, April 14th, at the Bunker Hill Fire 
Station at 6:30 PM. Due to the number of fires we’ve had throughout District 2 we 
decided to have a “fire focused” meeting, but also talk about public safety so we 
invited 3 municipal police departments in District 2. 

Councilwoman Tracy Loh: Did anyone reach out to the American Red Cross about 
this event? They have an active fire safety program where they will recruit 
volunteers and organize a door to door canvas to provide free 10-year battery 
smoke detectors to any home that doesn’t have one if their local fire department 
partners with them. Please ask whoever is helping you organize this event if we 



can have a truck and fireman to help do a canvas. 
Michael Watson: We’ll ask the Fire Chief when he comes. 
Mayor Miles: I think we can make this a community event and we would love to 
partner with our council person on getting that done. 

Michael Watson: Also, there is no Property Tax increase. Unfortunately, this will 
be my last Mount Rainier City Council meeting; I will be leaving Councilwoman 
Deni Tavares’ office in the near future. 

Mark Blackwood: I want to thank you all for supporting us last year on the South 
Side Music and Skateboarding Series. This will be our 4th year doing it and we have 
risen over half our funds from Brentwood Art’s Exchange for the music so we 
wanted to approach the City of Mount Rainier to see if you all could help fund the 
skateboard competition aspect. We charge no entrance fee for the children and 
that’s one of our biggest stipulations. We’re seeking $1,750.00 to go towards the 
prizes, judges, and the emcee for the event. 

Mayor Miles: These kinds of things need to be brought to the council early on 
when we are doing the budget development. I’m going to ask the council to 
discuss it now or at the next Work Session so we can figure out where we’re 
going. If you’re interested in making another proposal next year we need to know 
during budget season. We need the written proposal in a request format that 
allows us to debate, deliberate, and decide whether or not to include it. 
City Treasurer Vijay Manjani: In the past it used to be that the Mayor and council 
approve the budget and the applications used to come to the City Manager. It 
might be hard if we make the policy that these programs have to come before the 
council if they want funding. I have heard from council members that we are 
going to allocate each council member with funds to give to the program of their 
choice. I recommend the City Manager gets the application or we are diverting 
from the format we have followed for the last 15 years.  
Mayor Miles: Our City Manager sent out a letter in December that invited 
organizations throughout the city to send items and budget requests that they 
would like for us to consider in this process. You’re right Mr. Manjani, in the past 
we allocated $2,500.00 for Youth & Recreation and I don’t think we changed that 



but it is going to be something we will be discussing. 
Councilwoman Tracy Loh: Can we meet Mark’s request using funds from this 
fiscal year even though the event is next fiscal year?    
City Treasurer Vijay Manjani: I think we should issue the funds from the next 
fiscal year. If the Mayor and council want to issue the check in advance we can 
but it will still be considered part of the next fiscal year budget. 

 

 

 

 
Sean Wilson, Representing Delegate Diana Fennell:  I wanted to inform you that 
the Budget Session will be ending on April 11th and you’re more than welcome to 
attend. The Session will convene at 8:00 PM and it will end at 12 Midnight and our 
budget is already passed. We will also be reopening our district office in 
approximately 2 weeks. For the next meeting I will be bringing a report on 
legislation that was completed in Annapolis.  

Preliminary Budget Discussions – Councilwoman Tracy Loh 

I’m perfectly fine with us not discussing it tonight.  

City Treasurer Vijay Manjani: April 12th is the Special Work Session to discuss the 
budget, April 19th is the Public Hearing for Constant Yield Tax Rate and we 
encourage the residents to come to give their point of view on the tax rate. April 
19th is also the Special Meeting for the 1st reading on the Ordinance – Budget 
FY2017. May 3rd is the Council Meeting and has been scheduled for the 2nd 
reading and vote on Budget FY2017.   

 

Move to award the South Side Music and Skateboarding Series of 2016 
$1,500.00 from the FY2016 Budget: Councilwoman Tracy Loh 
Second: Councilwoman Shivali Shah 
Ayes:  Councilwoman Tracy Loh, Councilman Jesse Christopherson, Councilman 
Bryan Knedler, Councilwoman Shivali Shah 

 

Motion to Adjourn: Councilwoman Tracy Loh 
Second: Councilman Bryan Knedler 
Ayes: Councilwoman Tracy Loh, Councilwoman Shivali Shah 

 


