
Official Minutes of the City of Mount Rainier 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE:   February 2, 2016 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, UPPER LEVEL CITY HALL 

 
Call to Order 
7:00 PM, Council Chambers, City Hall, One Municipal Place, Mount Rainier MD  
 
Presiding Officer  
Mayor Malinda Miles  
 
Officials Present 
Councilmember Jesse Christopherson 
Councilmember Shivali Shah   
Councilmember Bryan Knedler  
 
Officials Absent  
Councilmember Tracy Loh  
 
Staff Present  
Interim City Manager Larry Hughes  
Assistant City Manager Veronica Owens  
 
Minutes provided by:  
Brishay Corbin 

AGENDA 
Tax Assessment Presentation – Dan Puma and Linda Allen 
Call to Order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Review and Approval of Agenda 
Review and Approval of Minutes 
Announcements 
Public Comments 



Presentations 
LGIT Police Training Grant Presentation 
Organizational Committee Assessment Update 
Rolling Agenda Update 
Zoning Letter 

Dan Puma – Supervisor of Assessments, Prince George’s County 
The County is divided into 3 different groups that are assessed and Mount Rainier 
is in Group 1. There are reassessments every 3 years. This is effective for July 1, 
2016 but the appraisal was done as of January 1, 2016. You’re not locked into 
these 3 years and you do have an option of appealing each year but you have to 
initiate the appeal 2 years after the notice is out before January 1st of the year you 
are appealing. 

We looked at properties that sold in Mount Rainier and took all the different 
styled houses and majority of the sales to value everyone else’s. While the value 
is effective for January 1, 2016 the actual years are 2016, 2017, and 2018 because 
we won’t reassess until 2019. You can appeal by mailing a written appeal, having 
a face-to-face hearing with an assessor, or a telephone hearing.  

I would advise everyone to get a copy of their worksheet and also the Area Sales 
Analysis which is a listing of sales in Mount Rainier. We don’t use foreclosure 
sales, short sales, or bank-owned sales in the analysis but they do have an impact 
on the value of the properties in your community. Both the worksheet and 
analysis are free, but if you want to see someone else’s worksheet it is a $1.00 per 
copy. 

If you file an appeal and get a letter back, which is a “final notice,” but you don’t 
agree with it you can appeal to the Property Tax Appeal Board. If you don’t like 
what goes on there you can appeal to the Maryland Tax Court which is more 
formal. 

Mayor Miles: If you appeal your taxes are you no longer eligible for home-tax 
credit?  



Dan Puma: You will still be able to receive it but it could have an impact. There’s 
no penalty for an appeal. 

Linda Allen – Chief of Treasury, Prince George’s County 
My office annually sends out the tax bills for real property in the County and we 
also send out the tax bills for personal property which is business property. The 
County does not have a tax on personal property but we do tax businesses.  We 
receive a file from Dan’s office every year, normally in the month of July that 
includes all of the tax records and assessment information from all of the 
accounts in Prince George’s County. We take that information and develop a tax 
bill.  

The components of that bill are the County’s taxes, the State’s taxes, Park & 
Planning taxes as well as your municipality. Each municipality sends us their tax 
rates every year and they are approved by State as well as the citizens in that 
municipality if there has been a change from that previous year. Once we get 
those rates we incorporate them into our system and then mail out a tax bill that 
is typically sent the 3rd week of August. The first half of that tax bill is due 
September 30th and the second half is due December 31st. 

There are a few tax credits that are available. The Homestead Tax Credit limits 
your tax bill going up when your assessment increases. There’s also the 
Homeowners Tax Credit for those whose combined income is under $60,000.00 
which limits how much taxes you would pay based on your income and that 
deadline is September 1st of each year. 

There is a whole list of tax credits that are available on the Prince George’s County 
website in the Finance area. One of the new ones this year is for putting any type 
of handicap-accessibility feature to your home which is a tax credit of up to 
$2,500.00. We also have a tax credit for putting solar panels on your home and 
you can get up to a $5,000.00 credit. There is a waiting list for that, so even 
though you get the credit approved it wouldn’t go on your tax bill until the future, 
due to the popularity there’s a $250,000.00 cap each year. Even if the property 
transfers that credit would go onto the property. 



The main line for my office is (301) 952-4030 and they can answer any questions 
that you might have about your tax bill. 

Mayor Miles: What happens when it doesn’t get paid by December 31st? 
Linda Allen:  If you don’t pay the first half of your tax bill by September 30th that 
half becomes delinquent and there is a 1.67% rate charged per month or annually 
20%. If it’s not paid by December 31st then the entire amount is now subject to 
that 1.67% per month or 20% per year. You have until the first Friday in May to 
pay that tax bill and accumulated fees and if you don’t it goes to Tax Sale. Tax Sale 
is an opportunity for the County to collect the taxes that weren’t paid. An outside 
source pays the tax bill and the tax revenue goes to the County.  

The homeowner has the opportunity to pay those taxes to the outside source and 
redeem their property from Tax Sale. It takes 6 months before the outside source 
to be able to file foreclosure action against that property and it takes nearly a 
year to go through the foreclosure process.  

Mayor Miles: Are there any fees’ accumulating during the one year of trying to 
save our home and how is that handled? 
Linda Allen: The County does not charge any fees during that time the only thing 
that’s going on from the County’s perspective is that same 1.67% per month is 
being assessed to the account. However, the outside source can charge up to 
$500.00 in fees after 4 months after the tax sale, and by November they can 
charge up to $3,000.00. 

Dan Puma: I forgot to add that the Drop Dead Date is midnight on February 11, 
2016 to appeal. And also if you have any questions, problems, or concerns I can 
be reached at (301) 952-2542. You can Google “SDAT” (State Department of 
Assessments and Taxation) for applications and phone numbers.  

Linda Allen: There is an organization that is doing a seminar on February 17th at 
1:00 PM at the courthouse in Upper Marlboro specifically related to Tax Sale and 
Tax Sale relief.  You can call my office for more information. 

Public Comment 



Gentleman #1: I am a relatively new owner, what happens if I didn’t receive an 
assessment? 
Dan Puma: We have a second mailing so you will probably get the notice at the 
end of January, but you can send me an email to have something on the record or 
appeal. You can secure your appeal rights and then you can always withdraw. 

Gentleman #2: Does this run on a calendar year or fiscal year? 
Dan Puma: The tax bill runs that fiscal year. 

Review and Approval of Agenda 

 

 

 

Review and Approval of Minutes 
 

 

 

 

Announcements – Mayor Miles 

There is going to be a Black History Month program produced and presented by 
Buffalo Baptist Church on February 28th and we’re hoping to use the Atmosphere 
Community Room, but if that’s not available we will be asking the City to use Pots 
Hall. 

I will be announcing the date for those who submitted their names for the White 
House Tour. The list is closed, but those who submitted their names will be going 
to the White House in the next 30 days. 

Public Comments  
None 

Mover: Councilman Bryan Knedler; to approve the agenda as amended 
Second: Councilwoman Shivali Shah 
Ayes: Councilman Bryan Knedler, Councilwoman Shivali Shah, Councilman Jesse 
Christopherson 

 

Mover: Councilman Jesse Christopherson; to approve the minutes as amended by 
council members and the Mayor 
Second: Councilman Bryan Knedler 
Ayes: Councilman Bryan Knedler, Councilwoman Shivali Shah, Councilman Jesse 
Christopherson 



Presentations 

Captain Stoots: We received a Grant from LGIT for $4,500.00 for a training class 
on March 29th called Law Enforcement Active Diffusion Techniques that will be 
held at the fire house. It’s about how the officers interact with the citizens to 
diffuse situations instead of escalating. As of right now we have approximately 40 
people that have signed up for this class and we will have 15 officers that day. My 
goal is to have 100 officers in this class. 
Tim Ellsworth (LGIT Representative): I want to congratulate the Chief and your 
department for your forward thinking and request for this money. There are 2 
things that departments can do to mitigate their losses and that’s having great 
psychological testing before you put officers on the street and then how officers 
approach the public that’s why I want to congratulate your department for doing 
this training. I will be in attendance as well as Larry Baldwin, my Field Services 
Director, to audit this and if we believe this is a great class we’re going to try to 
put this on for the rest of the state. 

Because of your long time participation in LGIT, and in fact that you are a short-
charter member of LGIT going on 29 years, you get approximately a 15% credit 
discount off of your insurance. In addition to that, in the last 5 years the City has 
sent 32 employees to our sponsored training and we have presented Grants to 
the City in just under $12,000.00. I want to congratulate you for taking advantage 
of the training as well. 

Organizational Committee Assessment Update – Councilwoman Shivali Shah 

We have 2 focus groups coming up on February 8th and February 16th for residents 
to give input for the organization assessment that the City is undergoing. The 
Mayor and council have hired a consulting group for performing an organization 
assessment on various City functions and the City departments. The consulting 
firm will also be helping us to recruit and hire our next City Manager. The 2 focus 
groups still have a few slots left so if you’re interested in participating please 
contact me at Shivali@ShivaliShah.com. The meetings are from 6:00 PM- 8:00 PM 
at the Police Department and you have to be registered to participate. The staff of 

mailto:Shivali@ShivaliShah.com


the consulting firm will interview our staff members of City Hall as part of the 
assessment on the week of February 16th. 

Rolling Agenda Update 
Nothing to add 

Zoning Letter – Mayor Miles 

We discussed the changes previously, and Tracy (Loh) drafted the letter with the 
edits from our Work Session. One change I have to offer is to have a limited 
amount of small chickens, up to but not more than 6, in the backyard. We are 
going to need to summarize the letter and take a vote on sending the letter out 
tonight so that it is officially in our minutes. 
Councilman Bryan Knedler: The County is working on rewriting the entire zoning 
code and there’s a deadline for making comments. We’ve been told very few 
municipalities have made comments so we threw out 4 or 5 items that we’re 
interested in. One of which is the fact that our town center zone will be 
eliminated. We also talked about the Architecture Conservation Overlay Zone 
(ACOZ), which may not be in this new rewrite, and currently the zoning does not 
allow hens in a residential neighborhood and an active group is trying to get that 
changed. 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Miles: We have a guest from our County council. 

Juaniqua Fisher (Representative for Councilwoman Deni Tavares): Things have 
been hectic with snow removal and fire issues in our district. Compared to other 
districts in the County, District 2 did very well in snow removal and most of the 
families that were victims of the fire have been placed in alternative housing or 
have been allowed back into their homes.  

Motion to approve and send letter: Mayor Miles 
Mover: Councilman Bryan Knedler 
Second: Councilwoman Shivali Shah 
Ayes: Councilman Bryan Knedler, Councilwoman Shivali Shah, Councilman Jesse 
Christopherson 

 



The Councilwoman has just had a Tax Reassessment Program so if you have any 
constituents that are concerned about their Property Tax Assessment they can 
email or call me for the information. The due date is very soon if you would like to 
appeal your home assessment. Annapolis is back in session and that is where the 
Councilwoman is tonight with the County executive. 

Updates and Reports 

Councilwoman Shivali Shah: I wanted to thank the staff for doing a great job with 
the snow removal. We are having a meeting at the work session in February to 
make changes in the snow removal plan. If you have any public comments please 
come.  
Councilman Bryan Knedler: Are we applying for FEMA? 
Interim City Manager Larry Hughes: The County needs to reach a certain 
threshold to apply and we estimate that we spent approximately $120,000.00 on 
the snow and its removal in a 48 hour period, but we expect to get a good portion 
of that back. 
Mayor Miles: I met with the County’s Emergency Preparedness Center and had 
some very good insight on how they operated and what they needed to do. We 
also have a MOU that we created a few years ago with surrounding municipalities 
to ask for their help in emergencies, so we were able to rely on that. I also want to 
thank neighbors for digging out streets and shoveling sidewalks. I also want to the 
town of Brentwood for being one of our first responders for help, along with 
Bladensburg and Hyattsville. Also, Henry Coley, communications person for 
County’s Emergency Center, for doing a fantastic job. 

Please stay tuned for Mount Rainier Day updates and announcements. 

 
 

 

 

 

Motion to Adjourn: Mayor Miles 
Mover: Councilman Bryan Knedler 
Second: Councilwoman Shivali Shah 
Ayes: Councilman Bryan Knedler, Councilwoman Shivali Shah, Councilman Jesse 
Christopherson 


