
THE 1930s AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION 
 
The 1930s were a time of economic struggle in Mount Rainier. The Depression required a com-
munity response to help those in need. The town council took steps to decrease the burden while 
finding ways to employ the jobless and adapt to the ongoing social changes.   
 
In 1931, the town had a surplus of $13,000, enough to run the town for six months without other 
revenue. The tax rate was lowered from 40 cents to 20 cents. 
 
The town council employed jobless men to build the boundary pillars on Rhode Island Avenue as 
part of the state’s bicentennial celebrations. (WP 2/20/1932) 
 
The Mount Rainier Welfare Association provided work for jobless men and furnished coal and 
groceries to those in need. Charity food drives were held and in 1932 the response overwhelmed 
the town’s storage capacity.  (WP 1/2/1932) 
 
The citizens voted in October 1933 to repeal the town’s “blue laws.” The vote was taken to con-
sider Sunday amusements such as moving pictures, lectures, sports, and musical shows. (WP 
10/23/1933) 
 
PROHIBITION 
 
The news of those days included discoveries of stills, speakeasies, and caches of illegal liquor. The 
Washington Post reported that a suspected rumrunner evaded pursuit on Bunker Hill Road by de-
ploying a smoke screen and firing shots at the police. (WP 6/25/1931) 
 
PROGRESS 
 
The town council adopted ordinances providing the town with the power to revoke business li-
censes and building permits.  In addition, new laws allowed it to clean unsightly lots and charge 
the expense to the owner. (WP 1/24/1932) Garbage, trash, and ash collection began. (WP 
3/29/1931) 

—and in 2010 

 
3200 block of Rhode Island Avenue—1932 

Source: Rhode Island Avenue dedication program, 1932 



 
A circuit court judge threw out a suit brought by town residents who opposed construction of con-
crete streets and sidewalks financed with bonds. The state legislature had granted the borrowing 
authority during the 1929 session, but the taxpayers challenged the law as unconstitutional. (WP 
4/18/1930) 
 
By 1931, nearly all the streets were paved in a town once called “Mud Rainier”  (WP 3/29/1931) 

 
In 1932, the state paved Rhode Island Ave-
nue, which had its origins as a trail alongside 
the trolley line.  A parade was held, Governor 
Ritchie spoke, and the Adah Chapter of the 
Order of the Eastern Star provided a dinner 
feast at Star-Potts Hall.  
 
In 1937, after a series of night-time burglaries, 
the town council voted to install all-night 
street lights.  Mayor Pruitt said, “Women are 
scared to death as a result of these burglaries. 
Now is the time to act on this all-night light-
ing. If we wait any longer, this guy will have 
all the pockets in town cleaned out and will 
be gone.” (PGP 9/24/1937) 
 

By 1930, an amendment required that the voter registrar advertise in the newspaper the two days 
in April each year when residents could register to vote. 
 
BOOTS AT THE “MUD RAINIER” STATION 
 
Before the streets were paved, workers would wear boots down to the street car station to keep 
work shoes mud-free. The boots would be lined up at the station awaiting the return in the eve-
ning of workers who then took off their shoes and walked home in their  boots. (TPG 5/28/1943) 
 
SUFFRAGE 
 
In 1931, the state legislature at the request of the town amended the charter to bring it into com-
pliance with the 19th Amendment, which had been ratified in 1920. The charter’s provision that 
only men could register to vote had been disregarded for many years; however, another change 
opened the way for women to run for elected office. The prior charter required elected officials to 
not only be registered to vote, but also to own real property “in his own name.” The 1931 amend-
ment provided that the real property could be owned by the voter, or jointly by husband and wife. 
(WP 3/29/1931)  Even with this progressive change, the first woman did not serve on the council 
until the 1970s. 
 
 
 
 

Source: Washington Star, 3/18/1934 

A wooden bridge crossed the tracks in 1934. This bridge 

was just west of current Eastern Ave. concrete bridge. 

(See map next page) The old concrete supports are still 

evident on the hillside next to the tracks. This is a view 

looking south toward Bladensburg Road. 



Wash. Post, 4/18/1930 

Wash. Post, 6/25/1931 



In 1937, Eastern Avenue existed only between Rhode Island Avenue and Barnard Hill 

Park. It did not connect Bladensburg Road and Queens Chapel Road as it does today. By  

1939 the connection had been made (see aerial photo found later in this chapter). 

The wood bridge on the previous page existed on a small road that connected Bladens-

burg Road and today’s 37th Street. 



Source: Wash. Post, 3/29/1931 

 

This article provides a glimpse of issues and conditions 

of the town in 1931, including changes to election pro-

cedures, officials’ salaries, women’s suffrage, taxes, 

street conditions, and tree plantings. 

Source: Wash. Post, 3/21/1931 

 

Nothing new under the sun… the familiar issue of D.C. 

licensed vehicles on Mount Rainier streets.  

But this report is from 1931! 



This commemorative booklet includes photographs, historical information, and advertise-

ments from dozens of local businesses. A copy of the booklet is kept in the Prince George’s 

County Historical Society Library. 



Earliest known photo of Potts Hall (1930s), provided by the Order of the Eastern Star which owned the 

building for many years until the City bought it in 2010.  

This is likely a scene from the 1932 completion ceremony for Rhode Island Avenue. 

Mayor John Beall 



MOUNT RAINIER’S 1930’s-ERA TREES 
 
Dear Mr. Tarlau, 
  
The photos were taken by a Maryland state forester apparently at the time the state forest service pro-
vided street trees for Mt. Rainier ca. 1930.  
I'm the retired historian for the Maryland Park Service. The attached photos are from a collection of thou-
sands of photographs taken from ca.1920 to the 1960s by Maryland state forest and park employees to 
document visually everything they were doing in those days to promote forestry and park use. All the 
photos are now housed in the Maryland State Archives in Annapolis. Some years ago, in preparation for 
the centennial of forestry and parks in Maryland, I scanned hundreds of the pictures. Knowing the Rick 
family's long tenure in Mt. Rainier, those five photos were of course of keen interest to me, so I made 
sure to scan them. When I retired a year and a half ago, I put a lot of my electronic work files on an ex-
pansion drive to keep, and all the pictures are in that expansion drive.  The information on the backs of 
the pictures have the initials  of Fred W. Besley, Maryland's first state forester (served 1906-1942).  If 
any of the photos are published, please credit: 
 
Fred W. Besley, state forester (served 1906-1942), Maryland Forest and Park Gift Collection at the 
Maryland State Archives. Let me know if I can be of further assistance. 
Sincerely, 
Ross Kimmel 

Elms planted in 1930 on Bunker Hill Road at 31st St.           Same view in 2010. The elms died many years ago. 



Shepherd Street (then Ash Street) at 32nd Street looking east toward 

34th Street. In 1930, the state forestery department documented the 

planting of street trees. These are likely ash trees to reflect name of the 

street at that time. The new trees are protected with wooden boxes.  The 

streets were concrete not asphalt. Fertilizer for the trees is ready at 

hand in this photo! Stop signs were not a necessity yet. 

Below is same view in 2010. 



3500 block of Perry Street (then called Newton Street) in 1930 with newly planted trees; and same view in 

2010. The tall house with gables on the left in 1930 is also visible in the 1912 photo below.   

The architect obviously preserved the “gabled” motif in the south façade of City Hall when it replaced the 

house in the 1990s. 

Could that possibly be the exact same utility pole in both photos?! 

Another viewpoint of the gabled house (1930) and 

City Hall (2010) is provided below.  This is the 3700 

block of 35th Street looking north. 







St. John’s Episcopal Church — 1933 Sunday School class 

Wash. Post, 1/19/1933 



CORINNA LORING MURDER MYSTERY 
 
On the night of Nov. 4, 1935, Corinna Loring was murdered in the 
“lover’s lane” on the “lonely Saddleback Ridge” (latter the Kaywood 
area—see next page). Her body was found five days later by a man out 
hunting rabbits. She had been beaten, bitten, and strangled. She was 
killed two days before her  planned marriage to Richard Tear who police 
arrested as the first suspect.  
 
The coroner found teeth marks on Loring’s hand and deduced that only 
a woman would bite during a fight; therefore, he suspected that Loring 
was killed by two people, a man and a woman.  The coroner also found 
two holes in Loring’s head and speculated they were made with ice 
tongs. News of the sensational murder brought hundreds of people to 
see the bloody crime scene. Loring’s uncle died of a heart attack after 
hearing of her brutal murder. The sensational murder of the bride-to-be 
was reported from New York to Los Angeles; Chicago to Miami. 
 
The motive was unknown since she had not been robbed (her broken 
watch indicated the time was 9:05), nor sexually assaulted. It was un-
known why she was at the park, but she had changed clothes just before 
leaving the house (3104 Taylor Street), and left her purse at home. It ap-
peared that she had gone there to meet someone she knew.  Suspicion fell next on her ex-
boyfriend, Aubrey Hampton, who might have committed the crime as revenge for being jilted.  
Tear and Hampton were released once their alibis were confirmed. Some suspected her mother. 
 
Evidence from the scene included a man’s leather glove that fit Tear, some hair tangled on one of 
Loring’s coat buttons (determined later to be her own hair), and a bloody piece of scrap paper—
evidently used to wipe the murderer’s hands. Psychiatrists were told to watch for unusual behavior 
among those who attended the funeral at the Methodist Church.  

 
In the end, the murder was unsolved.  
 
Loring —in her wedding dress— is buried 
at Fort Lincoln Cemetery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corinna Loring 



Source: Journey Through Time: A Pictorial History of the Prince George's County Police Department  

The Loring home (1) on Beech Street (now Taylor) in relation to the wooded murder site on a “lonely 

lane” (2) in today’s Kaywood area. Cedar Street is now Upshur Street. 

Aerial view of the then wooded Kaywood area in 1939.   

The “lonely lane” is easy to spot in the open area surrounded by woods. 



 

Chicago Tribune 



 
SEARS HOUSES 
 
Sears Roebuck offered mail-order houses through its “Honor Bilt Modern Homes” catalog. In ad-
dition to the materials, Sears offered financing. The catalog offered many styles, each with a name 
(see examples in list below). The buyer would receive blueprints and instructions for installation of 
heating, plumbing, and electrical.  They were marketed as easy to construct. All wood components 
were pre-cut and shipped to the site along with nails, screws, siding, roofing shingles, interior wall 
and floor sheathing, window sashes, decorative interior moldings, doors, floors, and paint.  Plumb-
ing and wiring were available but at added cost. Sears did not supply plaster or masonry, but “sheet 
plaster,” the forerunner of drywall, was available at extra cost. 
 
Materials were shipped by rail and deliveries were timed to arrive as needed; therefore, the materi-
als did not sit waiting at the construction site. The sale of the homes ended in 1940 during the 
mortgage foreclosure crisis of the Great Depression.  
Sears also offered a selection of homes of lower quality and cost than the Honor Bilt Modern 
Homes. Other companies such as Alladin and Montgomery Ward also sold mail-order houses.  
 
The city’s Sears houses  are listed in the Mount Rainier Historic District National Register Nomination 
and/or the booklet:  Sears, Roebuck and Company  Mail Order House Survey in Prince George’s County, 
Maryland. The city’s Sears houses vary in age 
with some built before 1920.The following 
homes have been identified as Sears houses: 
 
3424 Newton. “Winona” 
3505 Rhode Island Avenue. “Avoca” 
3004 Upshur. “Conway” 
3114 Upshur. “Conway” 
3207 Upshur. “Windsor” 
3112 Varnum. “Oak Park” 
4115 28th. “Lakecrest” 
4203 28th. “Conway”  
4118 29th. “Vallonia” 
4215 29th. “Vallonia” 
4507 29th. “Cornell” 
4223 34th. “Avoca” 
 
Certainly more Sears houses exist in the area 
and confirmed examples will be added to the 
list as they are documented. In addition, mail-
order homes from other companies likely exist 
in the city.  

“The Windsor” at 3207 Upshur Street 

“The Vallonia” at 4118 29th Street 



Photo by Bryan Knedler 

“The Lakecrest” at 4115 28th Street 

during the February 2010 blizzard 



OTHER EVENTS AND FACTS 
 
1930 
•Population reached 3,832.  
•Mount Rainier High School opened (present site 
of Rainier Manor on Queens Chapel Road). (WP 
10/26/1930) 
•Taxpayers rally at the Bluebird Auditorium in 
Mount Rainier to oppose the taxes levied by the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission and 
the National-Capital Park and Planning Commis-
sion. (WP 10/26/1930) 
•Memorial Park is created (with barberry bushes 
along the borders that still grow there in 2010!). 
(WP 3/15/1930) 
•Mount Rainier authorities ordered Brentwood 
police to stop making arrests within Mount Rainier. 
(WP 4/17/1930) 
 
1932 
•Mount Rainier-Brentwood Boys Club founded. 
•The town council decided to continue planting trees along the newly paved streets since both trees and labor were 
cheaper than in the past. (WP 2/20/1932) 
•An advertisement for police officers appeared when the town found itself with two motorcycles and no one to ride 
them. Chief Plumer who had been involved in several motorcycle accidents refused to continue riding one. (WP 
1/9/1932) 
•The Adah Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star prepared a time capsule to be opened in 100 years. (Rhode Is-
land Avenue dedication program, 1932) 
 
 
 1937 
•The Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) dedicated at Bunker Hill Road and 30th Street. 
•A soap box derby was held on 34th Street at the hill between the Upshur Streets. (PGP 9/3/1937) 

•A blinking amber traffic light was approved for Rhode 
Island Avenue at 34th Street. (PGP 3/7/1937) 

Source: Inventory of Historic Sites, M-NCPPC 

“The Winona” 3424 Newton Street (“Ziegler Cottage”)  

Source: Bill Holton 

Source: Celebrating Official Opening of Rhode Island Avenue, 1929 

 

Rhode Island Avenue — 1929 (above) 

Looking eastward. 3400 Rhode Island Avenue is just 

past the Prince George’s Bank on left. 

3400 Rhode Island Avenue — 1930s (right)   



 
 
1938 
•A granite rock with the names of town officials dedi-
cated at Memorial Park. (TPG 5/5/1938) 
•“Deceased Mayors Honored at Rites.” Wash. Star, 
1938 (dedication of Memorial Park stone monument) 

 
1939 
•A new streetcar terminal built at 34th and Rhode 
Island Avenue. (PGP 9/14/1939) 
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Source: Walter P. Plumley 

Memorial Day at Memorial Park 

Source: Raymond M. Hollidge, Jr. 

Apples for sale at a vacant 3200 Rhode Island Avenue 



The Queenstown area in the 1930s when it was still woods and farmland. Queens Chapel Road enters the 

aerial photo in lower left corner and makes its still familiar bend at what is now Rainier Manor Apartments 

but was the high school (below) at that time (school was set back from the road and its roof is visible in the 

photo above). The  white (almost square) area in the middle of the photo is now the Queens-Chillum Shop-

ping Center with Chillum Road along its north edge where it intersects Queens-Chapel Road. 



 Rice in front of Mount Rainier High School 

and on 31st Street with the former 3103 

Shepherd in background (now a  

parking lot). 

Photo courtesy of Gazette 

Jimmie Rice, who moved to Mount 

Rainier nearly 80 years ago, in the 

1920s, holds a photo April 2010 of 

himself and his wife, Ann.  

Mr. Rice provided a number of photos 

for the city history project. 



 



Layout page from the 75th Anniversary history booklet (1985).  Note the use of old 

publishing technology—cellophane tape.  



Page from the 75th Anniversary history booklet.  





Wash. Post, 3/26/1939 


